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“I want to thank our members for their prayers, phone calls and texts supporting me and congratu-
lating me in this new role. I would also like to thank my family, everyone who works at the State 
Office, the State Directors and Father Gary for their unwavering support, encouragement and 
prayers. Please continue to pray for our Fraternal.”
– Pam Strickland, President/CEO

“Start by doing what is necessary; then do what is possible; and suddenly you are doing the 
impossible.” – St. Francis of Assisi



  Next year, the K.J.Z.T. will celebrate its 125th anniversary. From the very beginning of its existence, the purpose and mission 
of our Fraternal has been morality, fraternalism, mutual aid, perseverance in the Catholic faith and the preservation of the Czech 
language. We continue to build upon that legacy, as we embrace our new name—K.J.Z.T. Family Life:  Faith, Community and 
Financial Security.  It is an exciting time for us and an opportunity to work together to address the needs of our members, 
increase our membership and deepen our commitment to the Lord Jesus.
   
  In this season of celebration, in which we gather with our loved ones for Thanksgiving and Christmas to offer gratitude to God 
and to commemorate the birth of our Savior, we are encouraged to thank God for his many blessings to us and to name them.  

Therefore, I am…

• grateful for the opportunity to serve as State Chaplain of a fraternal that promotes Christian values and the importance of family life.
• grateful for the members who diligently serve our Fraternal as active members and officers. 
• grateful for the young people who serve as the future of our Fraternal.
• grateful for the senior members of the K.J.Z.T. who offer us wisdom and direction.
• grateful for the members of our Fraternal who witness to their faith by their illnesses, pain and suffering. 
• grateful for the opportunity to be a part of the rebranding of our Fraternal at a time when so many fraternals are being challenged by the ever-changing  
 social climate.
• grateful for the women who founded the K.J.Z.T. and the women who today continue to lead it. Long before it was the social norm, women operated 
 our Fraternal, exemplifying to many the strength and faith of women in Texas.
• grateful for the faithfulness of the members of the K.J.Z.T. to the Catholic Church.
• grateful for the insurance products that offer financial stability to our membership.
• grateful for the promotion of our Czech heritage by the K.J.Z.T.
• grateful for the opportunity to live in a country in which we are allowed to form and be members of a fraternal like ours.

  In this beautiful time of the year of faith and celebration, let us take to heart the words of Saint Paul, in his letter to the Thessalonians (5:18):  “In all circum-
stances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” 

In Christ, 
Father Gary Janak
State Chaplain
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By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain
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Prayer to the Holy Family
Lord, You intended for the Holy Family to be an example for all, 

and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes.
May we, like them, be able to live according to the family virtues 

and stand united by the strength of Your love 
before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house. 

Amen.

The Feast of the Holy Family will be celebrated this year on 
December 30th. Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. 

encourages you to honor Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint 
Joseph, as a family, on this day.
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The emblem of KJZT Family Life is the cross of salvation. Each of the four extremities of the cross appears to bud into many crosses. The light blue halo en-
compasses the cross to signify that we are bound together through our faith, and that our faith is central to our lives. The center of the cross is further marked 
with a monogram, the initials M and A intertwined, meaning Maria Assumpta, Mary Assumed into Heaven. Throughout our history we claim her as the special 
Patroness of our Fraternal, its members and their families. She was the first to draw upon the benefits of the Cross by her Immaculate Conception. While full 
of grace, she stood by the Cross to the last and clung to it until taken up into the glory of heaven.

In a special called Board Meeting held on September 18, 2018, the Board of Directors of Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. voted and approved 
to change the Fraternal’s name to KJZT Family Life. This decision came based on a rebrand campaign, with the American Fraternal Alliance (AFA), that our 
Fraternal participated in. The AFA conducted research with focus groups and compiled data on a branding strategy for Fraternal insurance companies. The 
reaction to the description of Fraternal Benefit Societies was overwhelmingly positive. Consumers were drawn to the idea that their insurance policies could 
benefit their local communities. However, during the course of this research the study found that the word “Fraternal” evoked a confused reaction. We followed 
the advice of the AFA and pursued a name change.

In the early stages of the rebrand, we were faced with pressure from our marketing firm to eliminate the cross from our logo. Through prayer, we were steadfast 
and stayed true to our faith, true to who we are, true to our founders and true to our legacy. The KJZT cross has been a part of our name and a part of our brand 
since our early years, and we refused to change that. As we move forward, we feel that some change will be necessary to remain viable for the future. We feel 
our new name and updated logo represents change, growth, and a brighter tomorrow, while staying true to the legacy that was built almost 125 years ago. Our 
focus will continue to be on the financial and spiritual welfare of our Fraternal and its members.

We are proud to present this fresh new look for our Fraternal and excited to share it with our members. We are anticipating great things for our future!

     Pam Strickland    Carrie Janecek
     President/CEO     Vice President/Financial Controller

Katolicka Jednota Zen Texaskych – Catholic Women’s Union of Texas

Coming soon! January 2019… an updated website!
www.kjzt.org



Refer us to your Family and Friends for a chance
to win $125 each month!
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You are entered one time for every referral you send in, whether the person joins K.J.Z.T. or not! All we ask is that you make sure the person you are recom-
mending is aware that we will be calling to invite them to be part of us! Who can you recommend? K.J.Z.T. membership is open to everyone no matter what 
their religious status is. Remember, the more people you recommend, the better your chances of winning! All qualified entries count! For more information, 
call the State Office or go to www.kjzt.org.

A Qualified Referral means that the person you are referring is aware that an agent will be contacting them about joining KJZT Family Life. The referral will 
be given to a KJZT agent to set up an appointment. The Sales Department will keep track of all referrals submitted. Every referral submitted is entered into 
our monthly drawing!

Contest Rules: Contest runs from January 1 – December 31, 2019
• Agents, State Office Staff, Directors, Officers and any members of their households are not eligible for prize drawings.
• Winners must agree to have their names and likenesses used in KJZT ads and promotions. Members should contact anyone they refer and advise them 
 an agent will be contacting them offering KJZT life insurance and annuity products. If KJZT finds that a member is submitting names without advising 
 the referral beforehand, that member will be declared ineligible. Rules are administered through the KJZT State Office and can be changed at any time.

I want to invite                                to connect with KJZT Family Life. 

I am                              of Society No.                            

You can contact this Prospective Member at: Phone                                       Email                                        

Address                                                                                           

I, a current member, can be reached at: Phone                                       Email                                        

Scholarships m People Helping People Program m Feeding Families Across Texas m Volunteer Opportunities in Parishes & Communities m 

KJZT Family Life     PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760     1-888-253-2338     info@kjzt.org     www.kjzt.org

m Camp Guardian Angel m Whole Life Insurance m Term Insurance m 30/30 YES Plan m Senior Life Insurance m Tax-Deferred Annuities m
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Corpus Christi El Paso

LubbockLet’s Connect!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 24 - 26
The State Office will be closed for the Christmas holidays. 

December 30
Holy Family Feast Day. “Lord, you intended for the Holy Family to be an ex-
ample for all, and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes. May we, like them, 
be able to live according to the family virtues and stand united by the strength 
of Your love before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house. Amen.”

December 31, 2018 and January 1, 2019
The State Office will be closed in observance of New Year’s Day.

January 1, 2019
This day begins the 125th year of our Fraternal!

January 16
Newspaper Deadline for January/February 2019 issue of the Catholic Family 
Fraternal Journal. Send us your articles and photos. We want to hear from you!

January 27 - February 2
Catholic Schools Week: An annual celebration of Catholic education in the U.S. 

March 1
Deadline for K.J.Z.T. Scholarship Applications to be turned in at the State Office. 
Make sure we have yours by calling 1-888-253-2338.

March 17
The first District Social of the year will be held! The District II Social will be 
hosted by Society No. 66 Weimar. Join us for fun and surprises!

March 24
The District I Social will be held, hosted by Society No. 1 Yoakum and Society 
No. 12 Sweet Home. Do you live nearby? Come celebrate 125 years with us!

June 14-27, 2019
Czech Heritage Tours will be hosting their June 2019 European Tour. This year’s 
trip will include stops in the Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, and Austria. 
For more information, you can visit www.czechheritagetours.com, email czher-
itage@hotmail.com or call Steavy Jakubik or Renee Valek at 972-878-2929.

June 26 - July 17, 2019
The Czech Summer Study Program 2019 will be traveling to Prague, Czech 
Republic. Czech language classes will be instructed by professors from Charles 
University and a linguistic institute in Prague. For more information, email po-
lasek29@gmail.com or call Thadious Polasek at 979-562-2207.

 In June, Society No. 16 
Ennis enlisted their Ju-
niors to work on a “Join 
Hands Day” project with 
Texas Ramp Project (tex-
asramps.org). Through 
their combined efforts, 
two ramps rose from 
stacks of wood, and boxes 
of nails and screws, into 
a safe way for two home-
bound seniors to success-

fully navigate getting in and out of their house. This new-found freedom brought 
many smiles and thanks. The test site proved to be very successful! 
  The Texas Ramp Project’s mission is to create and support a network of lo-
cal organizations throughout Texas that build wheelchair ramps for people who 
are in dire need and cannot afford them. Their teams get all the materials to-
gether, deliver the materials to the recipient, supervise the build all the way to 
completion. Volunteers are needed for the actual labor. Building skills are not 
necessary---they teach you what you need to know. 
  Because our test site effort turned out so well, the State Office encourages other 
Societies to get involved. Our multiple Society locations around Texas makes 
us a perfect fit for working with Texas Ramp Project. Per John Laine, Executive 
Director of Texas Ramp Project, at this time the counties most in need are Bexar, 
Dallas, Harrison and Taylor. But there are needs in many Texas counties. If your 
Society is interested (Junior or adult members), please contact Event Coordina-
tor Mary Poché at mpoche@kjzt.org or 512-444-9586 for more information.

  National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic educa-
tion in the United States. In 2019, it will be January 27th - February 2nd. The 
national theme will be “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” The 
week is typically celebrated with Masses, open houses and other activities for 
students, families, parishioners and community members. With these events, 
schools will focus on the value a Catholic education provides to the students 
and what this in turn contributes to our churches, communities and our nation.  
  Part of Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T.’s purpose is to support 
education for our young people, for example by awarding scholarships to 
graduating seniors. A Society’s involvement in Catholic Schools Week is the 
perfect opportunity to embrace this mission.   
  Currently, two of our Societies are planning to participate during the week. 
One will be hosting a breakfast, and the other providing desserts, for two dif-
ferent schools in the Diocese of Austin. If your Society is interested in hosting 
an event during Catholic Schools Week, please contact Event Coordinator, 
Mary Poché at mpoche@kjzt.org; 512-444-9586.



  Just as sure as the days are getting shorter and the 
weather getting cooler, there are a number of med-
ical issues that get more common during fall and 
winter. Being familiar with them and addressing 
them early can prevent minor medical conditions 
from turning into more serious problems.
  Eczema is a common skin condition that often 
gets worse when the weather gets colder and the 
air dryer. Dry skin leads to more itching sensa-
tions which leads to scratching, which often leads 

to more irritated skin that can become red and scaly. Doctors call this the “itch/
scratch cycle.” The more a person scratches the skin, the more irritated it gets, 
and scratching can escalate and cause a substantial rash. Eczema can also ap-
pear any time of year, but tends to be worse when air conditions are cold and 
dry. Managing eczema involves getting the itching under control to prevent 
scratching. Hydrocortisone cream 1% available over the counter is a good start-
ing treatment for mild eczema rashes. Treating and prevention includes use of 
good moisturizing lotions and even antihistamines by mouth to control itching.
  Shorter days and longer nights can really affect some people’s moods. A con-
dition called “seasonal affective disorder” or “SAD” has been described in 
medical literature that may be caused by decreased bright light or sun exposure 
which is thought to affect brain chemistry leading to depressed moods. Some 
even suffer from medical depression. It’s important to monitor our moods and 
those around us to assure depression doesn’t set in and get proper treatment for 
it if diagnosed clinically. Some doctors prescribe light therapy for those with 
mild symptoms with exposure to more natural daylight or even bright electric 
lights at home which may often help. Of course anyone with diagnosed clinical 
depression should not be ignored and treated by a medical professional skilled 
in dealing with such. Profound medical depression can be extremely debilitating 
and even deadly if not treated.
  This time of year is also flu season, of course. Flu shots are still the best means 
we have of preventing this infectious ailment. Last year, 2017, some say was 
one of the worst flu seasons in the last 40 years. It still amazes me how many 
people don’t or won’t get immunized with a simple, inexpensive, widely-avail-
able flu shot! The old saying “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure,” 
really describes the flu shot well.
  Lastly, be aware of Raynaud’s phenomenon which is a common condition 
which can make one’s fingers and toes painful or even change color in cold 
weather. Cold temperatures may constrict blood vessels and reduce flow to the 
hands and feet. Fingers can turn white, then blue or red with tingling and pain. 
Smoking or caffeine might make the issue worse. Prevent it by protecting with 
warm clothing and if symptoms are painful or tingling, seek to warm the hands 
or feet gradually in a warmer environment. Medication is used as a last resort 
in severe cases.
  Enjoy the cooler weather as a break from our hot Texas summers, but be aware 
of these maladies that present more in the fall and winter to stay healthy this 
holiday season!
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  On Wednesday, October 24, 2018, the Board of Directors of Catholic Family 
Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. received a visit from Joe Annotti, President and 
CEO of the American Fraternal Alliance. The Directors were at the State Office 
in Austin to attend the 2018 3rd Quarterly Board Meeting. Mr. Annotti came to 
make a presentation under the AFA’s Board Governance Training Program.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Jean Ribar, State Director Arlene Cloyd, State Director Don-
na Janda, President/CEO of American Fraternal Alliance Joe Annotti, State Chaplain Father Gary 
Janak, President/CEO Pam Strickland, State Director Betty Vacek and State Director Joyce Kurtz.

Cold Weather Maladies
By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

Other News

The Taylor Czech Chorus Celebrates 50 years
  The Taylor Czech Chorus was organized in late 1967 as a group of individuals 
dedicated to preserving the heritage of Czech music and to provide fellowship 
and enjoyment of this beautiful music. This group has performed publicly for 
parties, festivals, reunions, anniversaries, special church concerts, Polka masses 
and cultural events in the local schools.
  In 2007, they were honored for their many hours of volunteer work to the resi-
dents of local nursing facilities by being named “THCA Activity Professionals’ 
Volunteer Social Group of the Year” in Texas. 
  In 2008, they were invited to the Czech Republic to perform at the International 
Immigrants Festival. They spent 13 days in the Czech Republic and performed 
at two other major festivals.
  Over the years, the membership of the Taylor Czech Chorus has increased 
and decreased, but it has always remained a viable and active group. Currently, 
the chorus consists of 21 singers and 5 musicians. They have produced 4 CDs 
including a Christmas CD entitled “Czech Sounds of Christmas” and the latest 
one entitled, “ Still... Carrying On The Tradition.” Several of the chorus mem-
bers are members of the K.J.Z.T.
  Recently, the group celebrated 50 years of singing and preserving the heritage 
of Czech music. At this event they released their latest CD which has 21 beloved 
Czech songs and a booklet with the lyrics and interpretations.
  For information regarding their CD’s, contact Herb and Adele Rosipal 
at (512) 352-6139 or Adelerosipal@gmail.com



Status Certificates
Pictured (L to R) are VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek, Marcella Dornak for 75 
Jourdanton, Gloria Tschoepe for 40 Poth, Margaret Ryan for 34 Hobson, and State Direc-
tor Donna Janda.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R sitting in front) are Esther Nester, Elizabeth Dziuk, Marcella Dornak, 
Anna Dell Kowalik, and Cecelia Jarzombek. Pictured (L to R standing in back) are VP/
Financial Controller Carrie Janecek, and State Director Donna Janda.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are VP/Financial Controller Carrie Janecek, Mary Ann Korzekwa for 
Rosalinda Korzekwa, Lorie Svoboda, Susan Netardus and State Director Donna Janda.

DISTRICT NEWS
  On October 7, 2018, Society No. 40, The Annunciation, 
Poth, hosted the District IV Meeting at the Blessed Sacra-
ment Parish Hall in Poth, Texas.
  President Gloria Tschoepe opened the meeting with a de-
cade of the Rosary for K.J.Z.T. and its members, and the 

Coast to Coast Rosary for the souls of the United States and peace in our fami-
lies. She welcomed all of the guests.
  State Director Donna Janda called the names of deceased members and candles 
were lit for each.
  Janda then presented 75-year and 50-year membership pins. She also presented 
Status Awards to Hobson Society No. 34 – Diamond, Poth Society No. 40 – 
Platinum, and Jourdanton Society No. 75 – Ruby. She congratulated everyone 
on their hard work.
  Roll call was held with 35 members and guests attending.
  The next meeting will be hosted by Hobson 34.
  A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the minutes of last year’s 
District IV Meeting.
  Speakers included State Director Donna Janda, VP/Financial Controller Car-
rie Janecek, Event Coordinator Mary Poché, and Sales and Marketing Manager 
Jim Wiest.
  Door prizes were awarded and an Italian meal was enjoyed by all in atten-
dance. Many remained after the luncheon visiting and reminiscing of past good 
old days and of new ways to promote K.J.Z.T.

IV

Get Ready for 2019!
All members of Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. and 
their families are invited to attend and participate in the activities 
of the District Socials. Merit Pins of Recognition are presented to 
eligible Members in recognition of their dedication and years of ser-
vice and membership. The Junior Divisions of the various Societies 
will participate, and a meal will be provided. Come out and join us 
for some fellowship and fun!

Hosting Societies for 2019 are:
District I - 1 Yoakum and 
       12 Sweet Home
District II - 66 Weimar
District III/VIII - 30 East Bernard
District IV - 34 Hobson
District V - 69 Smithville

District VI - 46 Corpus Christi
District IX - 100 Bay City
District X - 104 Abbott
District XI/XII - 93 Austin
District XV - 115 Freeport
District XVI - 99 Baytown
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Status Certificates
Pictured (L to R) are Elizabeth Kallus for 31 La Grange, Janie Neiser for 65 Holman, 
Katherine Karisch for 69 Smithville, Betty Danner for 20 Cistern, Lillian Kallus for 23 
Hostyn, and State Director Donna Janda.

75-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R in front) are Bernice Gold (50-Year Pin), Bernice Guettler, Elsie Vasek, 
Edith Muzny, Mary Ann Srubar, Evelyn Kassey, Agnes Weikel, and Otillie Matocha. Pic-
tured (L to R in back) are State Director Donna Janda, Lillian Machala, Lucy Janda, 
Margie Seidl, Jane Copeland, Mary Baca, Georgia Popp, Pauline Tauer, Georgia Vyvial, 
Gladys Kristof, Loretta Brugger, and Interim President/CEO Pam Strickland.

50-Year Membership Pin Recipients
Pictured (L to R) are Interim President/CEO Pam Strickland, Stephanie (Taffy) Danner, 
Ann Srubar, Jennifer Sanders, Jill Stueber, Carol Smolik, Janis Janca, Jacqueline (Jack-
ie) Muzny, and State Director Donna Janda.

  The District V Meeting and Social was held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, 2018 at the Sacred Heart Parish Msgr. Harry Ma-
zurkiewicz Center in La Grange. The host was Society No. 31 
La Grange.

  Registration began at 12:30 p.m. with Barbara Eilert and Rose Recek welcom-
ing members at the registration table while Barbara Brauner and Pat Henneke 
handled the name tags and door prize tickets. Ninety-four members, State Of-
ficers and guests registered.
  At 1:00 p.m. a welcome was extended by the Hosting Society President, Eliza-
beth Kallus to all in attendance. At this time a special recognition gift was pre-
sented to Lillie Sulak of Society No. 31 La Grange as being the oldest member 
in attendance at 106 years of age. Reverend Matthew Kinney led the prayer 
before the meal. A delicious meal was served and enjoyed by all.
  A memorial service was conducted for members who passed away since the 
last District Meeting. A statue of the Blessed Mother graced a table that held 19 
lit votive candles. Memorial prayers were recited by Elizabeth Kallus. Junior 
members placed decorative pumpkins of remembrance on the table. As part of 
the commemoration, Kallus read the names of the 19 deceased members.
  Elizabeth Kallus called the meeting to order. Rev. Matthew Kinney led the 
opening prayer. The Pledges to the U.S. and Texas Flags were led by Kallus. 
Those at the head table were introduced: State Coordinator of Junior Activities 
Anne Wick, Event Coordinator Mary Poché, Sales and Marketing Manager Jim 
Wiest, Interim President/CEO Pam Strickland, State Director Donna Janda; and 
Hosting La Grange Society No. 31 Officers: Chaplain Fr. Matthew Kinney, Sec-
retary Marilyn Kothmann, President Elizabeth Kallus, Treasurer Barbara Eilert 
and acting Vice-President, in the absence of Joy Kovar, was Rose Recek.
  State Coordinator of Junior Activities Anne Wick then spoke. Wick thanked all 
members who helped the Juniors reach their goals. She said the Hostyn Juniors 
took 4th place with their Scrapbook this year. Wick introduced Donna Janda as 
the Junior Director of 23 Hostyn, and her Assistant Director Lillian Kallus who 
along with Juniors Katy Harman of 23 Hostyn, Jessica Rhode of 20 Cistern, and 
Ann Srubar of 25 Plum presented a program on “The History of the Rosary”. 
  State Director Donna Janda, with the help of Marilyn Kothmann, presented the 
50-year pins, 75-year pins, and Merit Achievement pins.
  A motion was made by Grace Vinklarek of 20 Cistern and seconded by Lillian 
Kallus of 23 Hostyn to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the Dis-
trict V meeting held in 2017 in Hostyn. Motion carried.  
  Old Business – none. New Business – The next District Meeting will be hosted 
by Society No. 69, The Assumption, Smithville.
  Interim President/CEO Pam Strickland thanked Society No. 31 for hosting 
such an impressive District Meeting and social. She also expressed how won-
derful it was to see such a large group in attendance. She said together we can 
make a difference and continue to grow.
  Event Coordinator Mary Poché, Sales and Marketing Manager Jim Wiest, and   
State Director Donna Janda also spoke. Janda was very pleased to announce that 
all the active Societies in District V received Platinum Status for 2017, and she 
presented the Fraternal Status Certificates to each Society.
  Drawing for over fifty door prizes was held. Father Matthew led the group in 
a closing prayer.      

V



Society
News
The Society donated $1,062.50 to St. 
Rose Catholic School on Friday, Oc-

tober 5, 2018. The money was raised through a no-
bake bake sale that was held on September 1, 2018 
and included matching funds from the State Office.

Pictured (L to R) are Ever Kubenka, Society Vice-President 
Frances Kubenka, Jeanie Mican representing St. Rose, Society 
President Georgia Cerny, Society Treasurer Patricia Masek and 
Society Secretary Nancy Jasek.

4 Praha
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The Society donated $1,062.50 to the 
Turtle Wing Foundation on Friday, 

October 5, 2018. The money was raised through a 
no-bake bake sale that was held on September 1, 
2018 and included matching funds from the State 
Office.

Pictured (L to R) are Society Secretary Nancy Jasek, Society 
Treasurer Patricia Masek, Susie Shank – Managing Director of 
the Foundation, Society President Georgia Cerny, Society Vice-
President Frances Kubenka, and Ever Kubenka.

4 Praha

The Society donated $200.00 to the 
Celebration House Food Pantry on 

Thursday, October 11, 2018. The donation was part 
of the Feeding Families Across Texas program. 
Matching funds were received from the State Office.

Pictured (L to R) are Enid Waska – Assistant Director at Celebra-
tion House, Evelyn Miller – Director at Celebration House, Society 
President Georgia Cerny, Society Treasurer Patricia Masek, and 
Society Secretary Nancy Jasek.

4 Praha

The Society raised funds through 
a bakeless bake sale and with 

matching funds received from the State Office they 
were able to make donations to the Turtle Wing 
Foundation and to St. Michael’s Catholic School.

Pictured (L to R) are Society Secretary Sylvia Addicks, Society 
President Alice Michalke, Susie Shank - Managing Director of 
the Turtle Wing Foundation, and Society Vice-President Majorie 
Grunewald.

Pictured (L to R) are Society Secretary Sylvia Addicks, Society 
President Alice Michalke, Father Wayne Flagg - Chaplain who ac-
cepted the check for the school and Society Vice-President Ma-
jorie Grunewald.

66 Weimar

  The Annual Meeting and So-
cial was held Thursday, Nov. 

8th, at the Sacred Heart Parish Msgr. Harry Center. 
In absence of President Elizabeth Kallus, Secretary 
Marilyn Kothmann conducted the meeting that was 
called to order at 4:30 p.m. She led members in 
opening prayers for living and deceased members 
and the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. and Texas 
flags.  
  Reading of the August 9th meeting minutes was 
dispensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her report, 
and Kothmann read thank you notes and correspon-
dence from the State Office.
 Standing committee reports: In the absence of Vice-
President Joy Kovar, Kothmann gave the C.E.F. 
enrollments report, eight made by the Society and 
twenty-eight by individual members. Two cheer 
cards were sent. Reports were also given on public-
ity and the Traveling Unity Rosary.      
  Unfinished Business: A detailed report on the An-
nual District V Family Meeting and Social hosted 
by Society #31 on Sunday, September 30, was con-
veyed. The People Helping People Parish Project for 
2019 was discussed.   
  New Business: For the year 2019, the current of-
ficers were re-elected; the annual feast day Mass 
for living and deceased members has been sched-
uled for Saturday, March 9th, at 5:00 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Church; the Quarterly meeting dates will be 
February 21st, May 9th, August 8th, and Novem-

31 La Grange

ber 14th; and K.J.Z.T. will be present at Catholic 
Schools Week at Sacred Heart School on January 
31st helping with desserts during family lunch day. 
A monetary donation will be given to the Fayette 
County Sheriff’s Memorial and Benevolent Society 
to assist Deputy C.J. Lehmann.
  District V Director Donna Janda was unable to at-
tend and sent the message wishing everyone a Hap-
py Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas. 
  The meeting attendance prize was won by Ben 
Chovanec and all in attendance received door priz-
es. The meeting was adjourned and closed with the 
Memorare prayer, after which everyone enjoyed the 
supper of fried chicken with all the trimmings and 
members bringing desserts.



The next issue's deadline is January 16th.
Please mail your articles and photos to: 

Pam Strickland, Editor
PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760 

or by email to info@kjzt.org
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  St. Elizabeth Society KJZT No. 6 in 
Bryan hosted a Volunteer Apprecia-

tion Dinner for its 20th Annual Community Fund-
raiser Garage Sale volunteers on Monday, October 
15, 2018, at the St. Joseph Church Parish Activity 
Center at 6:00 p.m. Thirty people attended, includ-
ing our Chaplain, officers, members, parishioners, 
friends and recipients of the donations from the sale.
  After blessing before the meal, the dinner catered 
by Sloppy Joe’s of Bryan served delicious grilled 
chicken breasts with grilled mixed vegetables and 
salad. Desserts were made by members. Refresh-
ments and spirits were also served.
  Liz Zemanek, Secretary, offered readings of 
thanksgiving to the group in appreciation of their 
hard work and deliberations for the Garage Sale 
held this past Labor Day.
  The sale cleared $8,500, and checks from our So-
ciety were presented to the following, who accepted 
the donation on behalf of their respective organiza-
tion: $3,500 to Dennis Macha, Director of Red-C 
Catholic Radio; $2,000 to Jim Rike, Principal of St. 
Joseph Catholic Elementary School; $1,000 to Ja-
nine Barry, Science Education at St. Joseph Catho-
lic High School; $1,000 to Msgr. John McCaffrey, 
Pastor Emeritus, St. Joseph Catholic Church; and 
$1,000 sent to Bobby Reynoso, Director of 40 Days 
for Life (who was not able to attend).
  Each of the recipients present told a little bit about 
their organization as they accepted their gift. They 
appreciated having the money for much needed 

6 Bryan

The Society presented a check 
of $1,000 to Fr. Dimitrij Col-

ankin, Pastor of St. Monica’s Catholic Church, on 
October 21, 2018. The check represented the money 
received in matching funds from the State Office for 
sponsoring the meal at the St. Monica’s Church an-
nual festival.

Pictured (L to R) are Billy Pagach, Eva Mikulec, Mary Woltman, 
Carolyn Rieger, Bettie Pagach presenting the check to Fr. Dimitrij 
Colankin, Beverly Angell, Mary Ann Seaton and Ann Krenek.

48 Cameron

The Society donated $400 
to their local St. Vincent de 

Paul pantry as part of the Feeding Families program. 
The money included matching funds from the State 
Office.

Pictured among members of St. Vincent de Paul are Emily 
Maloch, Rose Ellis, Hattie Houdek, and Mary Dauphin, Secretary 
of St. Vincent.

124 Texas CityThe Society donated their $100 from 
the Fraternal 100 Project to Bluebon-

net Youth Ranch.

Pictured (L to R) are Anita Grabarkievtz, Mary Ann Stock, Kim 
Reeves, and Monica Peters.

53 Wied

The Society held a bake sale on No-
vember 4th as their Community Fun-

draiser. Proceeds will benefit the Lavaca County 
Senior Citizens Meals Program and Deputy Santa.

Pictured are members working the bake sale after Mass.

53 Wied

The Society held a bake sale in Sep-
tember with proceeds benefitting the 

Poth Volunteer Fire Department.

Pictured (L to R) are Jane Hosek, Clarence Hosek, Georgia Las-
kowski, Chase Alexander, Daniel Hosek, Fire Chief Lawrence 
Jansky, Jennifer Pruski, Gloria Tschope, Diane Pape, Gertrude 
Sells, Jane Hosek, Elizabeth Moy, Cecilia Jarzombek, and Mar-
garet Kubena.

40 Poth

equipment and other items for the radio station, 
schools and church.
  It was very heart-warming to know how much our 
annual garage sale helps so many people, and hope-
fully it will be held each Labor Day weekend as long 
as we are able to get the people to work it.
Liz Zemanek, Secretary

Pictured (L to R) are Officers of K.J.Z.T. No. 6 and Donation Re-
cipients - Alisa Zubik, Treasurer; Jo Ann Zaeske, VP; Jim Rike, 
Principal St. Joseph Catholic School; Janine Barry, Science Edu-
cator St. Joseph Catholic High School; Liz Zemanek, Secretary; 
Monsignor John McCaffrey, Chaplain and Pastor Emeritus, St. 
Joseph Catholic Church; Helen Metzer, President; and Dennis 
Macha, Director Red-C Catholic Radio.
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Society 16, Ennis, sponsored a Trunk for the St. John Trunk or Treat event. This  
is where local businesses/organizations decorate a trunk and pass out candy as 
kids go from car to car. This allows kids to have fun without worrying about 
crossing traffic. The theme for the Society’s trunk was Infant Jesus of Prague. 
Each bag of Treats that was handed out included candy, religious stickers, a card 
with a scripture verse and information about K.J.Z.T. Over 150 bags of treats 
were given out. Pictured are some Trunk or Treaters with member Joan Johnson.

Society Spotlight
No. 16 Ennis

No. 118 Taft

Society No. 46 Corpus Christi members delivered 4 Thanksgiving baskets to 
four needy families that were found by Catholic Charities of Corpus Christi. 
The Baskets contained food for breakfast, lunch, and dinner along with a turkey, 
bread, and butter. All families were grateful for the donation and very appre-
ciative. Pictured (L to R) are Catherine Mokry, Sofie Perkins, Thelma Munoz, 
Eleanor Zdansky, Deborah Zdansky, Lorene Nemec, Julius Zdansky, and David 
Perkins, Jr.

No. 46 Corpus Christi

State Director Betty Vacek and Kim Polasek, members of Holy Family Society 
#118, Taft, handed out treats at a Trunk or Treat event hosted by Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Catholic Church in Portland, Texas. The ladies also shared infor-
mation about K.J.Z.T.

Holy Family Society #118, Taft, packaged 24 Thanksgiving Bags for the elderly 
and shut-ins of the Holy Family parish. The bags contained various useful items 
and snack items. This project was “our way of thanking the elderly people of our 
Society and our church for their contributions to our Society and our parish.” 
Pictured (L to R) are Betty and Stan Vacek, Wes, Caroline, and Sarah Ring, Jim 
and Janiece Pustejovsky, and Bob and Genevieve Malott with Hannah Craw-
ford.



and spend so much time with us. He said his favor-
ite dessert was cherry cobbler, which we happened 
to have at our meeting. The only thing missing, he 
said, was liver and onions!
  As a token of our appreciation for Sheriff Chris 
Kirk’s appearance at our meeting, our Society do-
nated $100.00 in his honor to the Brazos County 
Crime Stoppers.
Liz Zemanek, Secretary KJZT #6 Bryan

Pictured are members at the meeting listening to Sheriff Kirk.

Pictured (L to R) are Liz Zemanek and Sheriff Chris Kirk.
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St. Elizabeth Society K.J.Z.T. No. 6 
in Bryan held its Annual Meeting and 

last meeting of the year on Sunday, November 4, 
2018, at 12:30 p.m at the St. Joseph Parish Activity 
Center, which featured our Marshall Program. The 
speaker was Brazos County Sheriff Chris Kirk, who 
has served in law enforcement over 35 years, our 
County Sheriff 21 years, and is the second longest 
serving sheriff in the County.  
  Sheriff Kirk’s career has been filled with many ac-
complishments, including holding the office of Pres-
ident of the Sheriff’s Association of Texas. He has 
also done tremendous amount of work with Brazos 
County Crime Stoppers, Scotty’s House, the Brazos 
County Sexual Assault Resource Center, and Bryan 
Noon Lions Club. Since in office, Sheriff Kirk has 
vastly improved the corrections center with a new 
jail built in West Bryan for increased capacity, has 
brought the highest technology to the office, better 
equipment and patrol cars, increased deputies, and 
runs a tight ship. He is very respected by law en-
forcement and citizens alike.
  Sheriff Kirk’s term ends in 2020, and he will not 
seek re-election but will elect to spend time with his 
family and hobbies. His father, a former Navy pilot 
in World War II, is in his mid-90’s and still going 
strong playing golf. He and his wife, Cheryl, have 
numerous grandchildren they love dearly and who 
keep them very busy hunting, fishing, and playing 
sports.   
  We were very honored to have Sheriff Kirk come 

6 Bryan

The Society donated $500.00 to St. 
Mary’s Church in Praha on Saturday, 

October 27, 2018. The donation was matching funds 
from the State Office for their Parish Project, the 
Country Store booth at the Praha picnic.

Pictured (L to R) are Treasurer Patricia Masek, Pastor of St. 
Mary’s - Rev. Gabriel Maison and President Georgia Cerny.

4 Praha

Annually, the Society sends 
a letter out to all of their 

members letting them know what has been ac-
complished throughout the year and important 
dates coming up for the remainder of the year.  
This letter is sent out at the beginning of the month 
of October and it has proven to be very successful 
with their People Helping People Community Fund 
Raiser, which is usually held on the last Saturday of 
October. 
  The Society has found that most of their members 
now live out of town and are not able to participate 
on the day of the Bake Sale. The Society writes in 
the letter who the recipient of the funds from the 
project will be and that out of town members are 
able to send in a monetary donation if they are not 
able to bake. This letter has proved to be a great way 
to keep in touch with members.
  The Society held the Bake Sale on Saturday, Oc-
tober 27th,  to benefit the Lavaca County Deputy 
Santa Program. This program not only provides 
gifts to children of Lavaca County during the holi-
day season, but it also provides assistance to many 
elderly citizens as well. The program offers assis-
tance with their electric bills and provides food as 
well for those in need.  
  Proceeds were generated from the sale of baked 
and canned goods, monetary donations from the 
members who were unable to bake and then with 
matching funds from the State Office, the Society 
was able to present a check for $925.00 to the Dep-
uty Santa Program. Able to accept the check was 
Lavaca County Chief Deputy JR Peters and Lavaca 
County Sheriff Micah Harmon.

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Jennifer Janik, Treasurer Dorothy 
Schneider, Lavaca County Chief Deputy - JR Peters, President 
Deberah Konvicka, Vice-President Doris Janak, and Lavaca 
County Sheriff - Micah Harmon.

3 St. Mary’s

The Society recently made a dona-
tion to the Cameron Thrift Shop for 

the holiday season. 

Pictured (L to R) are Lindsey Vaculin, President Judy Vaculin, 
Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Thrift Shop representative, Alfred 
Vrazel, Bernice Vrazel, Adolph Vansa, Patsy Gaines, and Dorothy 
Vansa.

21 Marak
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The Society met on October 
9, 2018 for a social and short 

meeting. President Janet Holub welcomed mem-
bers and State Director Betty Vacek. A catered meal 
of fried chicken and sides was served. Members 
brought desserts. Officers were elected by accla-
mation for the year of 2019. Bingo was played for 
prizes of useful canned food items. Door prizes were 
awarded. All enjoyed the evening. The next meeting 
will be on January 8, 2019.

Pictured (L to R) are Vice-President Kathy Helterbridle, Rose Marie 
Bain, Pat Sanders and Secretary Rose Marie Janak. The Society 
held their Community work project at Garden Villa Nursing Home in 
July. They provided bingo prizes and cookies to residents.

The Society worked the Country Store for the Soci-
ety’s Parish Fundraiser on September 30, 2018.

Pictured are members and Officers who worked the first shift at 
the booth.

72 El Campo

Society members helped 
prepare over 1,500 ko-

laches for the Annual Kolache Bake held on Sep-
tember 23, 2018 at St. Helen Catholic Church. All 
proceeds were for the Fall Festival.

Pictured is Lillian Naizer who has been rolling kolaches for 20 
years at St. Helen Catholic Church.

Pictured is Virginia Pargmann and other workers brushing butter 
on the raised rolls.

Pictured is Millie Powell preparing dough for the roll press.

130 Georgetown

Pictured are Mary K and George Marusak separating the eggs for 
the preparation of the dough at the Kolache Bake.

At the October 3rd Society Meet-
ing, No. 93 President Jane Hellinger 

presented membership pins to three members. Fifty- 
year pins were given to Margaret Ann Olsovsky and  
her mother, Elaine Olsovsky, along with a 75-year 
pin presented to Lillian Hosek.

Pictured (L to R) are President Jane Hellinger and members Mar-
garet Ann Olsovsky, Elaine Olsovsky, and Lillian Hosek.

93 Austin

The Society presented a donation 
to the St. Ignatius Food Pantry as 

part of the Feeding Families Across Texas program.

Pictured (L to R) are Food Pantry Director Bennie Flusche and Sirene 
Brunell accepting the check from Society member Diane Wright.

93 Austin

The Universal 
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – 

K.J.Z.T. Prayer Day 
is once a month on the first Sunday 

of each month. 

  Please offer a prayer for all 
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – 

K.J.Z.T. members 
and each other’s intentions.
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The Society attended the Dis-
trict V Meeting held in La 

Grange on September 30th.

Pictured (L to R) are President/CEO Pam Strickland presenting a 
Status Certificate to Kathy Karisch, Society President.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Donna Janda presenting a 75-
year membership pin to Evelyn Kassey, a member of Society 69.

Pictured (L to R) are State Director Donna Janda presenting a 75-
year membership pin to Pauline Tauer, a member of Society 69.

69 Smithville The Society sponsored the 
Country Store Booth at the 

St. Paul Catholic Church bazaar held on Sunday, 
October 21st. This was the parish fundraiser for the 
Society. K.J.Z.T. members included Claire Cour-
temanche, Gail Courtemanche, Carmen Hoskins, 
Betty Blaha, and Kathy Karisch.

Pictured are workers at the Bazaar.

69 Smithville

The Society donated money 
to purchase material which 

Society members will use to sew bibs for the resi-
dents at the Windsong Village Nursing Center in 
Pearland. They will be given to the residents at 
Christmas.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Joyce Chunda, Evelyn Maresh, Marie 
Stryk, Carol Zann, Jo Ann Stasny, Donna Wilcox and Bea Hen-
neke. Pictured (L to R in back) are Mary Patek, Sharon Parker, 
and Joan Hutchison.

125 Houston

On October 13th, the Society, 
along with their local Catholic 

Daughters chapter, hosted a Fatima Rosary Rally 
in La Grange. The group recited the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, followed by the Angelus and 
Immaculate Mary song. They said the Rosary with 
Joyful Mysteries as well as other prayers.

Pictured are members and others who were able to attend.

23 Hostyn

Students of St. Mary’s Catholic 
School collected over 1,100 items for 

the Church of the Assumption Food Pantry, which 
is sponsored by the Society. Father Timothy Vaver-
ek blessed the food items after Mass on Thursday 
morning, November 8th and the items were present-
ed by the 8th graders to members Dolores Sykora, 
Delois Earl, Theresa Plsek and Elizabeth Vanek.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Kristena Webre, Catalina Turner, Ri-
ley Kaluza, Reagan Bernsen, Johnathon Nors, J.R. Berger, Brye 
Berger and Rodrigo Silva. Pictured (L to R in back) are Theresa 
Plsek, Dolores Sykora, Delois Earl and Elizabeth Vanek.

11 West

Interest Rates on New Deposits
Please note interest rates may be changed 

without notice and will take effect
on anniversary date.

Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.30%
$50,000 or more    = 3.55%

Flexible Premium
Deferred Annuity

$2,000 - $9,999 = 2.50%
$10,000 - $49,999 = 3.20%
$50,000 or more    = 3.45%

3-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 1.75%
$50,000 or more    = 2.00%

5-Year Single Premium
Deferred Annuity

$10,000 - $49,999 = 2.00%
$50,000 or more    = 2.25%

(Rates are guaranteed for 3 or 5 year surrender charge period)



Junior 

News
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Society Juniors handed out prayer 
cards for Breast Cancer Aware-

ness Month at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church.

Pictured (L to R) are Susan Pavlicek, Clayton and Christopher 
Pavlicek, and Jenna Vela.

85 Damon

As a People Helping People 
Community Work Project, the 

Juniors recently placed small white crosses on 
graves of infants, children and young adults at Fati-
ma Cemetery. The Juniors also placed U.S. flags on 
veterans’ graves.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Molly Lucas, Rachel Alexander, 
Mabry Sustala, Camille Kaska, Joseph Alexander, Quintin Kaska, 
and Joel Lucas. Pictured (L to R in second row) are Will Gerik, 
Sarah Alexander, Seth Sustala, Allison Pustejovsky, Riley Susta-
la, Madison Lucas, and Ryan Pustejovsky. Pictured (L to R in third 
row) are Kyle Gerik, Ally Hanaway, Katie Hanaway, Madison Mur-
phy, Lauren Gerik, Lydia Pustejovsky, and Mariann Pustejovsky.

104 Abbott

Juniors and their parents cleaned at 
St. Mary’s Cemetery on Saturday, 

October 27th, from 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. They picked 
up tree limbs, old flowers, and other debris. After-
wards, everyone enjoyed pizza at Milano’s in West.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Joseph Kostecka, Emily Polansky, 
Caleb Gerik, Tanner Marak, and Junior Director Sherri Zacharias. 
Pictured (L to R in middle) are M.J. Kostecka, Zachary Gerik, and 
Jacob Divins. Pictured (L to R in back) are James Kostecka and 
Jo Polansky. Not pictured are Dennis and Angie Hovde, and adult 
Society Secretary Theresa Plsek.

11 West

The Juniors held a Halloween-
themed meeting. Many of the Juniors 

wore costumes or Halloween-themed clothes. After 
the opening prayer led by Adrianna Cabrera, they 
planned their activities through January, discussed 
All Saints Day and Halloween, and talked about pa-
tron saints. The business part of the meeting was fol-
lowed by a Halloween “party” with treats and crafts. 

Pictured are the Juniors displaying their Halloween crafts. Pic-
tured seated are Matthew Cabrera, Tinsley Tobola, Ella Vrana, 
and Kolton Vrana holding Jovie Vrana. Pictured standing are 
Carter Kriska, Noah Cabrera, Adriana Cabrera, MacKenzie To-
bola, Adelynn Liska, Cooper Cline, Tracen Tobola, Kale Vrana, 
and Casen Cline.

16 Ennis

The Juniors recently made a holi-
day donation to the Cameron Area 

Christian Ministries Thrift Shop. They collected 
food items at Masses for two weeks and presented 
the food and a monetary donation to the organiza-
tion.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Jett Vaculin, Ian Brunson, Claire Ko-
priva, Joe Mueck, Kate Koprive, and Reagan Mueck. Pictured (L 
to R in back row) are Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Tessa Vaculin, 
Madison Brunson, Lily Brunson, Cameron Thrift Shop representa-
tive Betty McDonald, Katy Krenek and Assistant Junior Director 
Lindsey Vaculin.

21 Marak

The adult and Junior Societ-
ies participated in the Feeding 

Families Across Texas program. The adult Society 
was able to present Hillsboro Interfaith Ministries 
with a total donation of $1,030.00 for the Food for 
Families Drive on Friday, November 16th. The Ju-
niors collected $320.00 in free-will donations from 
Immaculate Heart of Mary parishioners. The adults 
collected $210.00 and also made a $100.00 donation 
to the drive. The State Office matched $200.00 for 
both the adult and Junior Societies.

Pictured with a Food for Families representative are Katie Han-
away, Ally Hanaway, Will Gerik, and Lauren Gerik.

104 Abbott
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On October 20th and 21st, the Ju-
niors helped set up and worked the 

Guardian Angel Catholic Church Bazaar. Then, on 
October 28th, the Juniors cleaned and put flowers 
out at Guardian Angel Catholic Church Cemetery.

Pictured (L to R) at the Cemetery Chapel are Assistant Junior Di-
rector Eileen Parks, Rebecca Colson, Stephaniah Phillips, Riley 
Jo, Connor, Junior Director Audra, and Jared Brorsen.

22 WallisOn October 28th, the Adult K.J.Z.T. 
Society and the Junior K.J.Z.T. So-

ciety members celebrated Czech Heritage Month 
with a Polka Mass at their parish.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Kate Kopriva, Claire Kopriva, Ian 
Brunsoon, Paige Kopriva, and Bailey Vansa. Pictured (L to R in 
middle) are Reagan Mueck, Cutter Hubnik, Lily Brunson, Kinley 
Harris, Jet Vaculin, and Joe Mueck. Pictured (L to R in back) are 
Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Cade Hubnik, Chase Hubnik, Madi-
son Brunson, Tessa Vaculin, and Adison Dach.

Pictured during the Rosary (L to R) are Cutter Hubnik, Claire 
Kopriva, Kate Kopriva, Bailey Vansa, Paige Kopriva, and Junior 
Director Debbie Vansa.

21 Marak

The Juniors presented their Pastor, 
Father John Dick, with a matching 

funds check for the proceeds of the Juniors fundrais-
ing events that were held during the Parish Bazaar. 

Pictured are Katelyn Smith, Alexis Payne, Brenden Ruffin, Hunter 
Ruffin, Jake Ruffin, Easton Ruffin, Hudson Ruffin, Nash Ferguson, 
Coyle Ferguson, Adrianna Cabrera, Matthew Cabrera, and Noah 
Cabrera.

16 Ennis

On November 11th, the Juniors 
helped host the fried fish parish 

dinner as their People Helping People Parish Fun-
draiser Project. Junior members helped prepare the 
food, work the serving line, fill beverage cups, cut 
and serve desserts, and clean the kitchen and hall!

Pictured (L to R) are Zander Kaska and Bryson Murphy worked in 
the kitchen washing and drying dishes.

Pictured (L to R) are Katie Hanaway, Will Gerik and Ally Hanaway 
filling tartar sauce containers.

104 Abbott

CESAT Meeting
  CESAT, the Czech Ex-Students Association of 
Texas, will meet on Saturday, February 9, 2019 
at 10 a.m. in Schulenburg on the campus of Blinn 
College at Schulenburg. Members may also join the 
meeting online.

CESAT: MISSION
  This organization shall promote Czech language 
skills and Czech cultural development for students 
in college and for public school students at high 
school and middle school levels. It shall promote 
carefully selected projects that enhance Czech cul-
tural awareness overall in the Texas Czech popu-
lation and beyond. This organization shall support 
and encourage higher education among the Czechs 
in Texas. This organization shall provide the assis-
tance that will enable Czechs in Texas to pursue arts 
and music. This organization shall celebrate, record, 
and preserve for posterity the significant and impor-
tant events in the cultural progress of the Czechs in 
Texas.

  Through its Matice Committee, CESAT shall offer 
support to individual student members of CESAT 
who are pursuing Czech studies at a high school, 
college or graduate school level, upon review of 
competitive credentials and accomplishments dem-
onstrated through a CESAT application process.   
Through its Matice Committee, CESAT shall offer 
support to selected, worthy non-student projects that 
further the mission and goals of CESAT.

  All you need to join is an interest in preserving the 
Czech language in Texas. Membership categories 
are: Individual membership - $15, Senior (65+) dis-
count membership - $10, Student membership - $10 
along with other options.

  You do not need to attend in person. Members can 
request a link from Jane Reynolds or Thadious Po-
lasek and attend the meeting on line.

  For more information about becoming a member, 
contact Jane Reynolds at janereyn@austin.rr.com or 
Thadious Polasek at Polasek29@gmail.com.

  Please email Jane Reynolds to let her know if you 
are coming to the meeting.



The K.J.Z.T. is in full swing of our schedule for 
the Junior Division and see an exciting up-com-
ing year ahead. We hope that you will be a big 
part of it.  Please mark these important reminders 
on your calendar. 

2018
December 25th - Have a safe and enjoyable 
Christmas Season.

January 1st – Wishing everyone and their families and friends a Blessed, Healthy 
and Happy New Year. 

2019
Saturday, January 12th – A Junior Director Meeting will be held at the State Of-
fice to discuss and upgrade the Junior Division activities.

Sundays, March thru October – With changes going into effect in 2019, Junior 
Division Day will no longer be held. The Juniors will still be receiving awards 
for their participation in Junior Activities which will be presented to them at the 
District Socials. The District Socials will be held as usual hosted by a Society of 
each District. Please refer to the District Meeting Schedule when it is published 
in the Catholic Family Fraternal Journal. 

Sunday thru Wednesday, June 23rd thru June 26th – Camp Guardian Angel will 
be held at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas. Any member age 7 thru 17 can 
attend. Raffle tickets can be sold to help defray the cost of camp which will be 
mailed out as soon as possible.

Thank you for being a part of our organization and made it more fun and very re-
warding in the past and through-
out 2018. Looking forward to 
working with you in the upcom-
ing 2019 year. Praying that Baby 
Jesus’s grace and blessing will 
be upon you and your family 
this Christmas season.

Vesele Vanoce A 
Stasny Novy Rok

Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous 

New Year
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Applications for Scholarships 
are now available and 
due March 1, 2019.

  The Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – K.J.Z.T. is pleased to an-
nounce that scholarship applications for the year 2019 will be available 
in November.
  Written requests for applications must be made by the student in one 
of the following ways:

  Mail:  P.O. Box 18896
    Austin, Texas 78760-8896
  Fax:   (512) 444-6887
  E-mail:  info@kjzt.org

  To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a member in 
good standing for at least one year.
  Scholarships are available to high school graduates who are planning to 
attend college or current college students. The Fraternal also offers schol-
arships to members who are planning to attend or are currently attending 
a technical or vocational school full time.
  A one time scholarship from the K.J.Z.T. Memorial Scholarship Fund is 
awarded to members who are not active in the K.J.Z.T. society registered 
Junior Division and its programs.
  Members who are active participants in the Catholic Family Frater-
nal of Texas Junior Division and its programs of activities sponsored 
by an officially registered society can apply for additional scholarships 
each year for up to three years after the initial year has been completed. 
  Scholarship amounts are determined by the Board of Directors on the 
basis of qualifications adopted by the Board of Directors.
  Immediate family members of the Board of Directors and State Offi-
cers are eligible for the Pavlu Memorial Scholarship, K.J.Z.T. Memorial 
Scholarship and K.J.Z.T. General Scholarship. However, they will not be 
eligible for the K.J.Z.T. Scholarship from the Junior Expense Account. 
  Applications must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2019.

Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. supports its local 
Junior Societies. To start one or become involved, contact 

Anne Wick at (979) 263-5317 or annewick@gmail.com

By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities



1 (10 ½-oz.) pkg. colored miniature    
   marshmallows
flaked coconut

In saucepan, combine chocolate chips 
and butter. On low heat, melt; stir-
ring frequently until smooth. Cool 
well. Add pecans and marshmallows; 
mix well. Sprinkle flaked coconut on 
waxed paper. Spoon mixture in log 
form and roll over coconut. Wrap in 
waxed paper and refrigerate. When 
chilled, cut into slices. You have beau-
tiful stained glass windows to enjoy.

FruitCake
Submitted by 
Elaine Olsovsky,  
Society No. 93 Austin

1 c. flour 
1 tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. salt
½ lb. candied red cherries
2 pieces candied green pineapple,    
   chopped
4 c. pecans, large pieces
1 lb. pitted dates, cut in half
4 eggs
1 c. sugar
2 T. butter, melted
½ c. liquid, either milk, apple juice,  
    cherry juice or wine

Combine flour, baking powder and 
salt. Set aside. In large bowl, mix fruits 
and nuts. Add flour mixture, coating 
all the fruits. In a separate bowl, cream 
eggs and sugar. Add melted butter and 
liquid. Mix well.  Pour over fruit mix-
ture, mix all together using a heavy 
wood spoon. Put into a 10-inch tube 
pan that has been greased and lined 
with brown paper or parchment paper. 
Bake at 250˚ for 2 to 3 hours or until a 
toothpick comes out almost clean. Do 
not over bake so it does not dry out. 
Cool for several hours, remove from 
pan. Can moisten with wine as it ages.

Poinsettia Champagne Cocktail
Submitted by 
Pam Strickland, President/CEO, 
Society No. 37 Hochheim

1 bottle sparkling white wine
½ c. triple sec
2 c. cranberry juice
Frozen cranberries, optional

Combine all ingredients in a pitcher 
and add frozen berries or ice to keep 
chilled. Pour into your favorite glasses 
and enjoy! Prep: 5 minutes Serves: 8

Fast & Easy Cream Cheese Mints
Submitted by 
Joan Johnson, 
Society No. 16 Ennis

1 (3 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
½ tsp. peppermint extract
3 c. sifted powdered sugar
few drops of desired food coloring
granulated sugar

Combine softened cream cheese and 
peppermint extract. Gradually add 

½ tsp. salt
1 ½ c. mashed ripe bananas, 
          (4 medium)
¾ c. chopped toasted pecans
¾ c. chopped fresh cranberries
½ tsp. vanilla extract
orange glaze

Beat butter and cream cheese at medi-
um speed with an electric mixer until 
creamy. Gradually add sugar, beating 
until light and fluffy. Add eggs, 1 at 
a time, beating just until blended after 
each addition.
  Combine flour and next 3 ingredi-
ents; gradually add to butter mixture, 
beating at low speed just until blend-
ed. Stir in bananas and next 3 ingre-
dients. Spoon about ⅓ cup batter into 
18 greased and floured 2 ½ x 3 ¾ inch 
mini loaf pans.
  Bake at 350° for 26 to 28 min. or 
check with toothpick. Cool in pans 10 
minutes. Remove loaves to wire rack; 
drizzle orange glaze evenly over warm 
loaves and cool.
  You can freeze these loaves (un-
glazed) in a freezer bag. To serve, 
thaw and warm in a 300° oven for 
10 to 12 minutes, and then add glaze. 
Makes 18.

ORANGE GLAZE
1 c. powdered sugar
1 tsp. grated fresh orange rind
1 T. fresh orange juice

Stir together all ingredients until 
blended. Makes ½ cup.

Church Window Cookies
Submitted by 
Msgr. Joseph M. Hybner, 
Retired State Chaplain, 
Society No. 5 Shiner

1 (12 oz.) pkg. semi-sweet chocolate chips
1 stick butter
1 c. pecans, chopped
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S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T

If you would like to share a recipe or tip 
with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, 
please send them in to the State Office. Please include 

your phone number in case we have any questions.

Czech Christmas Customs 
and Traditions

powdered sugar, stirring until smooth. 
(Knead the last of the powdered sug-
ar with hands.) Add food coloring. 
Knead until evenly distributed. Form 
mixture into ¾ - inch balls. Roll each 
ball in granulated sugar. Place on 
waxed paper. Flatten with bottom of 
juice glass or tines of fork, or press ¾ 
to 1 teaspoon into candy molds. (Re-
move from molds.) Cover the mints 
with paper towels and let stand over-
night. Store mints tightly covered in 
fridge or freeze up to 1 month. Yields 
about 4 dozen.

Mini Banana-Cranberry Nut 
Bread Loaves
Submitted by 
Cindy Nekuza Brown, 
Society No. 16 Ennis

¾ c. butter, softened
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
1 c. sugar
2 large eggs
2 c. all-purpose flour
½ tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. baking soda

  For luck, on Christmas Eve, the 
herdsman used to bring fir twigs into 
each house. These were stuck behind 
pictures of Saints.

  Before eating the evening meal on 
Christmas Eve, a small portion of 
food was given to each one of the ani-
mals in that household. This custom 
was to bring an abundance of food on 
the table throughout the year.
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Blair V. Riddle is a new member of Society No. 125 
Houston. She is the daughter of Reece and Katrina 
Riddle, the granddaughter of Larry and Theresa Rid-
dle, and Gregory and Mickie Maresh, and the great-
granddaughter of Larry and Evelyn Maresh.

Francis Elliott Rem is a new member of Society No. 
30 East Bernard. He is the son of Jennifer and Mat-
thew Rem. Francis has an older brother, August. He 
is the grandson of Patricia Krenek, and the great-
grandson of Yvonne Krenek.

Colt Samuel Ford is a new member of Society No. 
30 East Bernard. He is the son of Christopher and 
Elizabeth Ford. Colt has 2 sisters, Gatlin and Rem-
ington. He is the grandson of Patricia Krenek, and 
the great-grandson of Yvonne Krenek.

CATHOLIC FAMILY NEWEW M MEMBERSEMBERS

Pictured at bottom left: Gage Daniel Hykel is a new 
member of Society No. 11 West. He is the son of Ty-
ler Hykel and Elizabeth Petter. Gage’s grandparents 
are Larry and Donna Hykel, and Evelyn Petter, all 
of West, Texas.

Pictured at bottom right: Barbara Jane Elizabeth Da-
vis is a new member of Society No. 5 Shiner. She is 
the daughter of Ryan and Josie Davis. Her grand-
parents are Jimmy and Barbara Lloyd of Shiner, and 
Jim and Janet Davis of Arkansas.

Welcome!
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Jakob Nobles is a new member of Society No. 11 West. 
He is the son of Richard and Rachel Nobles and the 
grandson of Michael and Barbara Kostecka of West; 
Donna Buttefras of Houston; and Bill Nobles of Hous-
ton. Jakob has a younger sister, Adriana.

Adriana Nobles is a new member of Society No. 11 
West. She is the daughter of Richard and Rachel Nobles 
and the granddaughter of Michael and Barbara Kostec-
ka of West; Donna Buttefras of Houston; and Bill No-
bles of Houston. Adriana has an older brother, Jakob.

Dane Skow is a new member of Society No. 72 El 
Campo. He is the son of Bryan and Courtney Skow. 
Dane was baptized by his Great-Uncle State Chap-
lain Father Gary Janak on August 12, 2018.

FUN WITH RIDDLES!
1. What do snowmen eat for breakfast?

2. Why is Santa so good at karate?

3. What did the gingerbread man put on his bed?

4. What is the difference between the Christmas  
    alphabet and the ordinary alphabet?

5. A: Knock, knock. B: Who’s there?
    A: Dexter B: Dexter who?

Answers below. No peeking!

Riddle Answers
1. Snowflakes.
2. Because he has a black belt!
3. A cookie sheet.
4. The Christmas alphabet has No L (Noel).
5. A: Dexter halls with boughs of holly, fa la la la 
laaa, la, la, la, laaaaa!!!!
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CATHOLIC FAMILY FRATERNAL OF TEXAS-K.J.Z.T.
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

       
In memory of: ____________________________________________
Given by: ________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Acknowledgement to be sent to:
Name: ___________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Any amount accepted: $

Please complete and mail to:   
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas-K.J.Z.T.
Attn: Memorial Scholarships
P.O. Box 18896
Austin, Texas  78760

  Wilemina Broz, age 92, died peacefully in her 
home in Austin, Texas on Saturday, November 
3rd. She was born in the Salem Community of 
Lavaca County, Texas on February 8, 1926 to 
Johnie and Louise Polasek and married Law-
rence Broz on July 27, 1948. 
  After graduating from St. Joseph’s High 
School and the Baldwin’s Business College in 
Yoakum, Texas, she was book keeper for most 
of her early life. In 1980, she moved to Austin 
and took the position of State Treasurer for the 
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - K.J.Z.T. 

and then retired in 1997.
  After retirement, Wilemina enjoyed her children and grandchildren and spent 
her time traveling and volunteering at church. She loved gardening, eating out 
with her friends, and quiet time sitting and relaxing watching TV.
  She is survived by her three children, Lawrence and Mary Jo Broz, Janice 
Broz, and Jackie Broz Farmer, and three grandchildren, Laura Bruner, Austin 
Farmer, and Carly Farmer. She is preceded in death by her parents, husband, 
infant son Joseph, daughter Paula Broz Bruner, and sons-in-law, Paul Bruner 
and Mike Farmer.

Wilemina Broz
February 8, 1926 - November 3, 2018

Novena to the Holy Family
This novena is most appropriately begun nine days before December 30, the 
Feast of the Holy Family. It is also fitting to pray it during the month of 
February, which is consecrated to the Holy Family. 

Novena Prayer: Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of 
loving Holy Church as I should, above every earthly thing, and of ever showing 
my love by deeds.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of openly professing 
as I should, with courage and without human respect, the faith that I received as 
your gift in holy Baptism.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of sharing as I should 
in the defense and propagation of the Faith when duty calls, whether by word 
or by the sacrifice of my possessions and my life.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of loving my family 
and others in mutual charity as I should, and establish us in perfect harmony of 
thought, will, and action, under the rule and guidance of the shepherds of the 
Church.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of conforming my 
life fully as I should to the commandments of God’s law and those of His Holy 
Church, so as to live always in that charity which they set forth.
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I ask in particular this special favor: 
(Mention your favor).

Dedication of One’s Family: Most loving Jesus, by Your sublime and beautiful 
virtues of humility, obedience, poverty, modesty, charity, patience, and gentle-
ness, You blessed with peace and happiness the family which You chose on 
earth. In Your mercy look upon my family. We belong to You, for we have 
received Your many blessings over many years and we entrust ourselves to Your 
loving care.
  Look upon my family in Your loving kindness, preserve us from danger, give 
us help in time of need, and grant us the grace to persevere to the end in imita-
tion of Your holy Family, so that having revered You and loved You faithfully 
on earth, we may praise You eternally in heaven.
  Mary, dearest Mother, to your intercession we have recourse, knowing that 
your Divine Son will hear your prayers. Glorious patriarch, Saint Joseph, help 
us by your powerful prayers and offer our prayers to Jesus through Mary’s 
hands. Amen.

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, being subject to Mary and Joseph, You sanctified 
family life by Your beautiful virtues. Grant that we, with the help of Mary and 
Joseph, may be taught by the example of Your holy Family, and may after death 
enjoy its everlasting companionship.
  Lord Jesus, help us ever to follow the example of Your holy Family, that in the 
hour of our death Your glorious Virgin Mother together with Saint Joseph may 
come to meet us, and we may be worthy to be received by You into the everlast-
ing joys of heaven. You live and reign forever. Amen.

credit: www.etwn.com



CatholiC Family Fraternal Journal Page 23November/December 2018

THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by the Catholic Family 
Fraternal of Texas with an Annual 
Enrollment in the K.J.Z.T. Clerical 
Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of 
the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas - 
K.J.Z.T. offer their deepest sympathy to 
the bereaved families of our departed 
members.

SOCIETY  NAME          DATE OF DEATH          AGE

“In Memoriam”
1 YOAKUM  MARILYN (CHARBULA) BEYER  10/12/2018  85
5 SHINER  CHARLES KOKAS    8/20/2018  60
6 BRYAN  LOUISE (BERGER) BOND   9/20/2018  98
11 WEST   JEANETTE (ADAMCIK) POKLUDA  7/18/2018  76
11 WEST   ANNIE (KAPCZYNSKI) VRBA  9/29/2018  92
11 WEST   JOSEPHINE (KAPAVIK) HUTYRA  10/19/2018  82
11 WEST   MARCELLA (NORS) KASKA   10/24/2018  89
12 SWEET HOME  ANNIE (PEKAR) DARBY   9/24/2018  87
16 ENNIS   MARGARET (NORS) GIRARD   9/27/2018  86
16 ENNIS   ELLA ELIZABETH SPANIEL   9/30/2018  83
18 GRANGER  OTILIE (CERVENKA) LINDEMANN  10/6/2018  95
21 MARAK  DOROTHY (ZALESKY) VACULIN  9/9/2018  86
21 MARAK  ANNA (MATL) PARUZINSKI   5/30/2018  92
21 MARAK  GEORGIA (STRMISKA) DROZD  8/13/2018  90
21 MARAK  MARTHA (KRACMER) DACH   10/21/2018  78
21 MARAK  MARIETTA (GRYGAR) BRENEK  3/22/2018  91
22 WALLIS  LORETTA (TRAINA) KOSIK   9/10/2018  87
22 WALLIS  PATRICIA (TOWNLEY) MATHEWS  4/2/2018  71
27 CALDWELL  IGNACIO HERNANDEZ ESPINOZA, JR. 10/21/2018  71
32 HOUSTON  MARY (KNETSAR) WAIT   10/3/2018  61
32 HOUSTON  BARBARA (FOYT) GATES   10/17/2018  80
32 HOUSTON  ELSIE (SULIK) POWELL   10/10/2018  96
43 GANADO  THERESA EVERETT    5/9/2018  84
46 CORPUS CHRISTI ANNETTE (DORNAK) WIK   8/29/2018  69
53 WIED   VIRGINIA (GRAHMANN) PUSTKA  10/8/2018  78
53 WIED   MADELINE (CHALOUPKA) MICHALEC 10/9/2018  70
66 WEIMAR  VERNELL (HOLUB) MICAN   9/13/2018  83
72 EL CAMPO  ANNIE (KUBECKA) SUPAK   6/29/2018  87
75 JOURDANTON MARY (SCHWERTNER) TEPERA  5/23/2018  99
93 AUSTIN  EDITH (MOKRY) CRAWFORD  9/24/2018  90
101 VICTORIA  FRANCES (BITTNER) FAJKUS  6/3/2018  65
101 VICTORIA  ROSALIE (KUCERA) STRELEC  10/11/2018  85
108 DALLAS  DOROTHY (VALUSEK) HODGES  10/2/2018  82
116 SAN ANTONIO LAURA (HENKE) KUHNEL   4/14/2014  86
120 SUGARLAND  ELAINE (GREIVE) PETRASH   8/10/2018  85
123 RAYMONDVILLE ENCARNACION HINOJOSA   8/23/2018  78
123 RAYMONDVILLE KIMBERLY DAWN KOTARA   7/11/2018  40
124 TEXAS CITY  DOROTHY (MRAZ) SEDLACEK  10/10/2018  87
125 HOUSTON  BESSIE (MIKESKA) ROHAN   6/25/2017  95
126 PALACIOS  MARCELLA (KOTLAR) DRASTATA  8/9/2018  89
126 PALACIOS  GEORGIE (HICKL) HUNDL   10/6/2018  81
135 AUSTIN  EDWIN O. RINEHART, JR.   9/1/2018  75




