
Junior Members on a Mission
  While the coronavirus pandemic continues on, it hasn’t stopped Junior 
members of KJZT Family Life from stepping up and making a difference in 
their communities.
  The Juniors of Society No. 14 Moulton were able to donate 30 handmade 
face masks to the Lavaca County Medical Hospital in Hallettsville to help 
healthcare workers there stay safe. The face masks were sewn by member 
Mary Ann Rother with the assistance of the Junior members. The Junior 
members and their Grandma, Mrs. Rother, will continue to make masks 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
  Social distancing did not stop the Juniors of Society No. 16 Ennis from 
lending a helping hand. From April 24th - May 3rd, the Juniors completed a 
service project together, but apart. With safety in mind, Junior members were 
invited to make a donation of non-perishable food items to the “Little Food 
Pantries” in town or to a regular food pantry over the period of 10 days.
  Junior members of Society No. 101 Victoria brought smiles to faces of 
members in their Society aged 75 years and older. The Juniors drew and col-
ored over 150 pictures and cards for nursing home residents, and the elderly 
and home bound.                                              

Article continued on page 13...

Clockwise: Pictured bottom left are Juniors of No. 16 Ennis. Pictured top left are Juniors of No. 
14 Moulton. Pictured bottom right are Juniors of No. 101 Victoria.
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COVID-19 Parish Donations: With Society donations and State Office 
matching funds, a total of $29,000 was given to parishes suffering with finan-
cial losses and stress due to COVID – 19. The State Office received several 
thank you notes and letters from the pastors of the receiving parishes. They 
further confirmed how the lack of a physical presence at their Masses has 
made a significant impact on them. We want to thank every Society that took 
part in this endeavor showing KJZT Family Life supports our parishes.
Congratulations 2020 Graduates!: We are proud to announce that 73 
KJZT Scholarships were awarded this year. Members who are graduating 
from high school and those continuing their higher educations received a 

total of $42,625.00. Congratulations to all of our Junior Members who applied for and received a scholarship!  
“Be who God meant you to be, and you will set the world on fire!” - Saint Catherine of Siena
Cancellations: The following State – Wide Events have been cancelled: 
All District Socials thru June 30, 2020
Camp Guardian Angel – June 28 – July 1, 2020
The Growing In Faith Together (G.I.F.T.) Program – November 15, 2020
**Please visit kjzt.org for any additional information regarding events.

If able, local Societies are encouraged to hold a meeting by teleconference or via video chat. Hopefully, things 
will be closer to normal later in the year and some projects will be able to be modified and still be able to be 
held. But most importantly, take care of yourself first. You are what matters. 
State Office Hours: Please note, we have changed our office hours to the following:
Monday thru Thursday: 8 am – 5 pm
Friday: 8 am - Noon
Make someone’s day!: While the coronavirus pandemic has stopped some aspects of life in their tracks, not 
everything is cancelled. Devotion is not cancelled. Kindness is not cancelled. Sharing hope with others is not 
cancelled. Cheer can still be sent to your neighbors in many other ways. Reach out to senior members that have 
been isolated during this crisis. If you need some inspiration, go to page 19 for something special.
Looking Forward: So far, 2020 has proved to be a challenging year. I am looking forward to the time when 
the mandates are relaxed, so that we can come together to help support our parish and communities. Protect-
ing families and nurturing communities has sustained our Fraternal for over 125 years. In today’s world, these 
beliefs are now more important than ever.
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By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain

What Will Be Our New Normal?
May/June 2020

It was in early January when we began to hear the word coronavirus.  Little did we know it would cause such havoc to our 
physical, emotional, relational, spiritual and financial well-being.  It seems like all we hear about right now is the coronavirus.  
It has temporarily altered the way we live, shop, work, relate and publicly worship.  It has been the cause of death for hundreds 
of thousands and is truly a world-wide pandemic.  Yet, our faith in Jesus reminds us that blessings can be discovered, in every 
challenge we confront. 

I can cite dozens of stories of families drawing closer together, by spending more time with one another in their homes, due to 
this pandemic.  With schools closed, parents have been more involved in the academic work of their children.  Couples, though 
certainly exhibiting stress during this period of time, have diligently worked at being more patient with one another and sharing 
acts of kindness with each other.  Husbands and wives have shared with me how they have prayed together, during this time of 
isolation.  With so many usual distractions no longer available, spouses have prayed novenas, read Scripture and shared couple 

time together, more now than they have in the past. 

Finishing long overdue projects, or perhaps discussing future goals and plans, have resulted in couples making good use of their time together.  I have actually 
heard couples say that, while they would not want to repeat what we have experienced, they are grateful for the opportunity to be with one another, to work on 
mutual projects and to deeply listen to each other, in ways they have not done for a long period of time.  One husband told me, with audible emotion in his voice, 
that even though he has been out of work for more than seven weeks, he would never trade the precious time he has spent with his wife during these trying times. 

As this pandemic continues to unfold, I can hear people say, including myself, “I can’t wait until things get back to normal.”  What though was our normal, before 
all of this began?  Was it good?  Do we want to return to spending less time with our spouses; less engaged with our children and their activities; focusing again, 
to the detriment of our marriages and family life, solely on our careers or personal hobbies and interests? 

We all want the sickness, death, unemployment, Mass restrictions and the like to end, but do we want to go back to spending less time in prayer; too busy to com-
municate and play with our children; too preoccupied to pray with our spouses?  Jesus calls us to something more; something better; something more life-giving.  
Our Risen Lord calls us to a new life and wants us to have more of it:  “I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).  This is a 
good time to embrace it. 

As we slowly return to a somewhat more normal schedule and familiar way of living, and the danger of the pandemic begins to eventually recede, here lies a ques-
tion for all of us to answer and to bring to our Lord in prayer:  What difference will it have made for us personally, our marriages and our families, when the threat 
of the coronavirus has totally dissipated? 

If we have enjoyed the positive effects of what this experience has brought to us, the challenge will be to continue to do them, when the more regular pace of our 
lives returns.  If couples enjoyed the added family time, the couple prayer time, the opportunity to be a teacher to their children in their studies and the comfort and 
sense of security that being together has brought, it will be up to us personally to decide whether or not we want it to continue. 

When life gets back to normal, may it not be the same normal for us.  Instead, let us open our hearts to Christ and to the new and more abundant way of life he 
offers to us.  Let us trust the Voice of Truth and silence the voice of fear, doubt and negativity; let us choose to follow daily the example of Christ; and, without 
resistance, allow our Shepherd to lead us to where we are called to be in our lives and with one another.   

This pandemic, and everything we have experienced as a result of it, can be an opportunity for us to make readjustments as to how we live each day and how we 
relate to one another.  Will we simply return to the way it was or, with the grace of God, live more in line with the new and more abundant life Christ offers to us?  
When all of this ends, what will be our new normal? 

In Christ,
Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain
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The duty of a Delegate shall be to officially represent the Society in a General Convention.
•  The term of office of Delegate or Alternate shall begin from her presentation of her credentials in the Regular General Convention and extend after the Regular   
   General Convention until the next Regular General Convention;
•  Officers of the Society or Members who attend Society meetings regularly and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elected as Delegates or Alternates;  
   however, no State Director or State Officer shall be elected a Delegate or Alternate.
•  The President of the Society shall officially notify a duly elected Alternate to assume the position of Delegate to a Convention of the Fraternal in accordance  
   with the Bylaws of the Fraternal.
•  Delegates shall serve on Convention committees to which they are appointed and shall participate in workshops held at the Convention;
•  Delegates shall present, explain, and defend all motions offered by their Society to the General Convention and in general shall act according to the decision   
   of their Society. However, they shall consider the official explanation and discussion during the sessions of the Convention and act according to their best  
   knowledge and conscience;
•  Delegates must be present at all sessions, unless officially excused by the Chair of the Convention, to be eligible for expense payment;
•  Delegates shall have the duty to make a report to their Societies in the meeting after the Convention. This report shall include decisions and amendments 
   to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Fraternal.

The Delegate Election deadline is February 28, 2021. The deadline to have Delegate Credentials and Biographical Data to the State Office is March 15, 2021.

XXXVI
Regular General 

Convention

July 23 - 25, 2021
Delegate Duty

Constitution & Bylaws - Article VIII; Section 13

As a Delegate, you have the opportunity to request placement on any one of the following Committees:

If you would like more information on being a Delegate or are interested in applying for a State Director position, 
please call the State Office at 1.888.253.2338 or send an email to info@kjzt.org
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•  Balloting Committee
•  Constitution & Bylaws Committee
•  Convention Minutes Approval Committee
•  Credential & Mileage Committee
•  Fraternal Committee

•  Gifts Committee
•  Good of the Order Committee
•  Hospitality Committee
•  Insurance & Salaries Committee
•  Nominating Committee



  As the COVID-19 pandemic has spread, we have been bombarded with 
reminders of our own mortality. It has reinforced the idea that illness and death 
can come at any time, and that has some people thinking seriously about life 
insurance.
  If you are wondering if you have enough life insurance, you may also be won-
dering what you can do about it. With physical distancing protocols in place for 
much of the nation, you may think KJZT Family Life is closed and you may be 
asking yourself if you can even get life insurance during the worst pandemic the 
US has seen in at least a century. Read on to answer that question and more.

Is the KJZT Family Life office open? Are agents available to assist me?
KJZT Family Life is operating as an essential business, and our agents are 
available to assist you. 
Our State Office hours are:
Monday thru Thursday: 8 am – 5 pm
Friday: 8 am – Noon

Can I get life insurance during a pandemic?
  Yes. However, you shouldn’t wait for a global health crisis to prompt financial 
protection for you and your family. 
  Anytime you have outstanding debts or people who depend on you for income, 
you should have a life insurance policy in place to protect your loved ones from 
financial suffering if you die unexpectedly and prematurely. A KJZT Family 
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Life Insurance in the time of COVID-19
Life agent can work with you to answer your questions, and to make sure you’re 
getting the right policy based on your specific needs.

Will I have to get a physical exam?
KJZT Family Life has not changed our requirements and has a coverage 
amount that can be applied for without a physical exam. However, if you apply 
for an amount of coverage higher than our predetermined limit, or something 
comes up in your interview that requires closer inspection, we could require a 
simple medical exam that can either be completed in your home or in a testing 
facility.

I’m not sick, but could COVID-19 affect whether I can get life insurance?
  If you are in good health, there shouldn’t be any other concerns. You can still 
apply for life insurance.  
  However, due to the current spread of COVID-19, there is a chance that your 
application for insurance could be affected if you are traveling or have recently 
traveled. 
  A statement of good health could be required.

Now more than ever, life insurance should be an 
important element of your financial plans.

Contributions from LifeHappens.org

KJZT Family Life Annuity Interest Rates 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1994-2009 Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 1997-2009 
$50 - $749 3.50% No Bands 3.50% 
$750 - $3,999 3.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 
$4,000 + 3.50% $10,000 - $49,999 3.30% 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued 2009 – 2020 $50,000 + 3.55% 
$2,000-$9,999 2.50% Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 
$10,000-$49,999 3.20% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 3.45% $50,000 + 1.10% 
Flexible Prm Deferred Annuities Issued April 1, 2020 3 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity - Discontinued 
$2,000-$9,999 1.00% 5 Yr Single Prm Deferred Annuity Issued April 1, 2020 
$10,000-$49,999 1.00% $10,000 - $49,999 1.00% 
$50,000 + 1.05% $50,000 + 1.00% 

Minimum Guaranteed Interest Rate, Effective April 1, 2020 – 1.00% 
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Do your part to keep fellow Texans safe!
Stay at home. Stop the spread. Save lives.

Practice social distancing. 
If you must go out, avoid public spaces and keep your dis-
tance.

Keep hands clean.
Use soap and water for 20 seconds or use 60% alcohol hand 
sanitizer.

Clean and disinfect.
Disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces often.

Stay home when sick.
Call your doctor if you have a fever, cough, or shortness of 
breath. Symptoms may appear any time between 2-14 days 
after exposure.

Don’t spread germs.
Don’t touch your eyes, nose, or mouth. Cover a cough or 
sneeze using your elbow.

By staying apart now, 
we can all be together again faster!

Credit: texas.gov/covid19

  All you have had to do is watch the evening news, 
read a newspaper, or flick through your screen to 
see depressing and anxiety-provoking stories of 
suffering and death brought on by the coronavirus 
pandemic. The “stay at home” national response 
has triggered a national economic collapse. Many 
millions of people are suffering from job losses 
and financial pressures. A lot of doom and gloom!
  In no way do I want to minimize or dismiss the 
tragic effects of this pandemic. However, please be 

aware that there is some good, really great, news that doesn’t get enough focus. I 
firmly believe the battle is being won against this viral disease and there is much 
to look forward to!
  First and foremost, most people who become ill with this virus do recover and 
do not die. This basic fact tends to get lost in the reported number of deaths that 
seem to be compiled on a daily basis. Some statistics show that 99 percent of 
those under age 60 recover from the infection. Most are not hospitalized and 
certainly not in the ICU on a ventilator. In many large cities the infection rate 
has not been as bad as expected. New York City did not use nearly as many 
ventilators as planned. Large emergency “hospitals” set up in parks and arenas 
closed and packed up without treating a single COVID-19 patient.
  Increased availability of testing is making it easier to diagnose and trace out 
those infected or who may have been exposed. Doctors are getting test results in 
a much more timely manner than even several weeks ago. Preventive measures 
such as handwashing, social distancing, and face masks might lessen the spread 
of the virus. Immunity to the disease is slowly building. We know that some 
who contract the virus have few or no symptoms, so there are more who have 
been exposed and most likely have developed immunity. Increased immunity of 
a population, called “herd immunity,” slows the further spread of the disease.
  Researchers are working feverishly to develop a safe and effective vaccine. 
Vaccines are already being tested and the early results are confirming antibody 
response similar to those who have been infected. If these antibody responses 
provide immunity and a vaccine gets approved for the population, this will pro-
vide a dramatic response for prevention and control of the coronavirus pandem-
ic. I am extremely optimistic about successful vaccine development in protect-
ing against future illness from this virus. 
  Our elderly and those with pre-existing conditions remain the most vulnerable 
to the most severe effects of COVID-19 infection. We should continue to do 
what’s necessary to protect them from infection and provide the best medical 
care when ill. I am also inspired to learn about many elderly who have success-
fully survived the infection. Our neighbors and organizations are responding to 
those with economic needs. Humanity is resilient! Our efforts as a whole to slow 
the spread and the ingenuity of those researching better treatments and preven-
tion continue to show great promise. Despite all of the fear and negativity, I 
believe great progress is being made to control this pandemic and we can look 
forward to brighter tomorrows!

The Good News
About Coronavirus

By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

A Prayer to End COVID-19 
By Father Gary Janak, KJZT State Chaplain

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Healer, we join with all our brothers and sisters 
in KJZT Family Life in asking You to end the pandemic we are experiencing. 
Please guard and protect us from the coronavirus. For all who have died from 
it, have mercy on their souls; for those infected, bring healing. Enlighten those 
searching for ways to treat it and for a vaccine to protect us from it. Lord, pro-
tect, strengthen, and shield our medical professionals and all caregivers. Help 
us to do our part to be patient and cooperative, so that the coronavirus can be 
eradicated from our communities and throughout the world. When afraid, grant 
us peace; when in doubt, deepen our faith. May your Divine Mercy be with us. 
May we, as members of KJZT Family Life, be effective witnesses to our faith 
and daily surrender to your Divine Love. Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy 
Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world. Amen. 
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Promise Pointe: Hope, Healing, Housing
Spring News from Promise Pointe
April 19, 2020 

Dear Everyone, 
 This morning I read about ‘forest bathing’ as a good way to keep our 
souls calm and reduce the stress of these harsh times during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Basically to ‘forest bathe’ is to walk out among the trees and plants 
in nature, stop to listen, smell, and experience the life of the forest recognizing 
that we all come from the same Source. Fifteen minutes of bathing in the forest 
is enough to resurface the feeling of hope that we as resurrection people profess. 
Life is in the hands of our God who loves us and this belief, this hope is comfort-
ing and confirming. God has our backs! 
 Those of us living at Promise Pointe are so grateful that we have the 
space and now the time to ‘forest bathe’ every day as we go about preparing the 
gardens and developing our place to live. As our family/neighbors have grown 
so has our garden for this year. Sr. Laura is new at gardening and has been so 
excited about trying her hand at this venture that every space is filled. This will 
be very helpful with the grocery bills in the coming months. We are trying a new 
style of gardening this year with 3 keyhole gardens. I used this method of gar-
dening in Africa because it uses very little water. These are raised gardens that 
have a composting basket in the center (thus the keyhole shape and name) which 
is fed by kitchen scraps. The planted vegetables are at waist-height so it is easy 
to weed, water and harvest. One of our residents is giving encouragement to the 
seedlings by painting pictures of vegetables on the outside walls of each garden. 
The chicken house is also getting a new coat of paint. This is being worked on 
in stages as volunteers’ time is available so not yet complete.
 Since Christmas we have had one resident leave to pursue a life else-
where and another join us recently. There are now 5 formerly homeless making 
a home with this neighborhood – 3 living in the pod of homes called Seren-
ity Circle and 2 living on Peaceful Pathway. Since the COVID-19 mandatory 
stay-in-place came in to play we have managed to finish 4 more homes which 
are ready to be occupied. The present circumstances behoove us to be cautious 
about getting new residents, but we are willing to work with anyone who comes 
seeking a life with us. Our usual links to the homeless are either not functioning 
to full capacity and/or are overwhelmed by the need alone to feed people. 
 Another project that was left on the back-burner for a while was the 
remodel of the treehouse. Our newest resident put his skills to work and paid for 
his first month’s rent by replacing rotten boards and building a new entryway. 
We are now little by little working on painting it using leftover paints from the 
tiny house builds. Though not a necessary piece of Promise Pointe we could not 
let this hidey-hole up in the trees go unrepaired. Sometimes it is nice to escape 
in the clouds! 
 We recently were given a shipping container which we have turned in 
to a storage room for left-over and donated building materials and equipment. 
Located just along the northwestern fence-line we hope to one day paint it a nice 

Sister Rebecca Janacek is a long-time member of KJZT Society No. 101 
Victoria. She previously worked as a nurse in Kenya, East Africa from 1987-
2017. Upon her return to the states, Sr. Rebecca grew an idea into a reality 
that is now Promise Pointe. Donations and volunteers are always welcome. 
Promise Pointe is a 501(c)(3) entity.

 

 

 

 

 

Ending homelessness through community.  
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green to blend in with the trees and brush. Volunteers are always welcome! 
 Speaking of volunteers, we have two faithful men who spend several 
hours each week helping primarily in clearing the many weeds and brush that 
came with this land. Where there was formerly thick brush and choked fence-
lines there are now clean and neat fields and fences. We are very grateful for 
their help and know that they, too, are grateful for the opportunity to get out into 
nature and do a bit of ‘forest bathing’.  
 Another recent development is the installation of a new electric trans-
former in the back of the property in preparation for future expansion.  
 As we continue to develop Promise Pointe, we always keep in mind 
that we are but instruments in God’s plan for this new kind of neighborhood. We 
trust in God’s timing and people sent our way either to live here or to help. The 
lull caused by the COVID-19 virus pandemic is a bit unsettling in our desire to 
see more of the homeless homed, however we must trust that God has our backs 
and all will be well. God bless all of you who have been such a support to all of 
us. Stay safe and always hope! 

Sister Rebecca Janacek, Executive Director
8550 Hwy 59 South, Victoria, TX 77905
www.promisepointe.org
reb.janacek@gmail.com
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Anna Adamek, daugh-
ter of David and Amy 
Adamek of Shiner, is a 
member of 14 Moulton. 
She will be a Junior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Telecommunication and 
Media Studies.

Mallory Ballew, daugh-
ter of Randall, Jr., and 
Annette Ballew of Ab-
bott, is a member of 104 
Abbott. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Texas 
A&M University major-
ing in Horticulture.

Abigail Blaschke, 
daughter of Chris and 
Holly Blaschke of Bra-
zoria, is a member of 
115 Freeport. She will 
be a Junior next fall at 
University of Texas at 
San Antonio majoring in 
Medical Humanities.

Grant Brooks, son 
of Douglas and Jana 
Brooks of Fort Worth, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at a college yet 
to be determined major-
ing in Business/Real Es-
tate.

Payton Brorsen, daugh-
ter of Andy and Audra 
Brorsen of Fulshear, is 
a member of 22 Wallis. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at University of St. 
Thomas majoring in Bi-
ology.

Chelsea Brothers, 
daughter of Kenneth 
and Darlene Brothers of 
West Point, is a member 
of 4 Praha. She will be 
a Sophomore next fall at 
Texas A&M University 
- Corpus Christi major-
ing in Nursing.

Kenneth Cole Brothers, 
son of Kenneth and Dar-
lene Brothers of West 
Point, is a member of 
4 Praha. He will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Texas State Technical 
College majoring in In-
strumentation.

Matthew Brown, son 
of Michael and Melissa 
Brown of Sweeny, is a 
member of 126 Palacios. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at University of 
Incarnate Word major-
ing in Political Econom-
ics.

Madison Brunson, 
daughter of Joshua and 
Amy Brunson of Cam-
eron, is a member of 
21 Marak. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
Austin Community Col-
lege majoring in Jour-
nalism.

2020 Scholarship Recipients
KJZT Family Life is proud to announce the

Kassidy Caruthers, 
daughter of Mark Ca-
ruthers and Julie Mc-
Coy, is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
Junior next fall at Bra-
zosport College major-
ing in Office Adminis-
tration.

Theresa Castanon, 
daughter of Isidro and 
Angelina Castanon of 
Palacios, is a member of 
126 Palacios. She will 
be a Senior next fall at 
Texas A&M University-
Kingsville majoring in 
Animal Science.

Daniel Castanon, son of 
Isidro and Angelina Cas-
tanon of Palacios, is a 
member of 126 Palacios. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Chemical Engineering.
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Kate Chandler, daugh-
ter of Joe and Heather 
Chandler of Waxa-
hachie, is a member of 
18 Granger. She will be 
a Junior next fall at Sam 
Houston State Universi-
ty majoring in Criminal 
Justice.

Ella Colley, daughter 
of Michael and Carrie 
Colley of Seabrook, is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Blinn College ma-
joring in Forensics.

Gracen Dach, daughter 
of Michael and Kimber-
ly Dach of Cameron, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
She will be a Sopho-
more next fall at Texas 
A&M University major-
ing in Poultry Science.

William Fojtik, son of 
Quentin and Stephanie 
Fojtik of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a Senior next 
fall at Texas State Uni-
versity majoring in Eco-
nomics.

Sophia Galvan, daugh-
ter of Tammy Galvan 
of West Columbia, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a Sopho-
more next fall at Texas 
State University major-
ing in Nursing.

Lauren Gerik, daughter 
of John and Molly Gerik 
of Abbott, is a member 
of 104 Abbott. She will 
be a Sophomore next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in Eng-
lish.

Rachel Givens, daughter 
of Kevin and Anna Giv-
ens of Round Rock, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
She will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas Tech 
University majoring in 
Psychology.

Katy Harman, daughter 
of Karl and Margie Har-
man of New Ulm, is a 
member of 23 Hostyn. 
She will be a Sopho-
more next fall at Blinn 
College majoring in Ar-
chitecture.

Ella Harper, daughter 
of Thomas and Angela 
Harper of Hallettsville, 
is a member of 2 Hal-
lettsville. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
University of Texas ma-
joring in Electrical En-
gineering.

Krystin Hodges, daugh-
ter of Montgomery, IV 
and Nancy Hodges of 
Shiner, is a member of 
5 Shiner. She will be a 
Junior next fall at The 
University of Texas 
at Austin majoring in 
Management.

Christopher Hovde, son 
of Dennis and Angie 
Hovde of Waco, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Tarleton State Univer-
sity majoring in Busi-
ness Management.

Justin Hutyra, son of 
Matt and Amy Hutyra 
of Ennis, is a member 
of 16 Ennis. He will be 
a Junior next fall at Sam 
Houston State Universi-
ty majoring in Criminal 
Justice.

Katie Hutyra, daugh-
ter of Mark and Amy 
Hutyra of West, is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Texas State Universi-
ty majoring in Physical 
Therapy.

Natalie Hutyra, daugh-
ter of Mark and Amy 
Hutyra of West, is a 
member of 11 West. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Blinn College 
majoring in Dental Hy-
giene.

Grace Irvin, daughter of 
Douglas and Marlene Ir-
vin of Shiner, is a mem-
ber of 14 Moulton. She 
will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Nursing.
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Jaclyn Janak, daughter 
of Jeff and Denise Janak 
of Sinton, is a member 
of 89 Sinton. She will 
be a Graduate Student 
next fall at Sam Houston 
State University major-
ing in Accounting.

Thomas Janak, son of 
David and Deborah 
Janak of Angleton, is 
a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a Senior 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Finance.

Chad Janicek, son of 
Chris and Charlene 
Janicek of Sealy, is a 
member of 4 Praha. He 
will be a Junior next fall 
at Texas A&M Universi-
ty majoring in Electron-
ic Systems Engineering 
Technology.

Sydney Kaiser, daugh-
ter of Doug and Denise 
Kaiser of Pflugerville, is 
a member of 42 Sealy. 
She will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Abilene 
Christian University 
majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering.

Kaley Kaspar, daughter 
of Curtis and Deborah 
Kaspar of Brazoria, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a Sopho-
more next fall at Blinn 
College majoring in 
Criminal Justice.

Karch Kaspar, son of 
Curtis and Deborah 
Kaspar of Brazoria, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
He will be a Junior next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity - Kingsville ma-
joring in Business.

Madison Krause, daugh-
ter of Walt and Lois 
Krause of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at University of 
Texas at Austin major-
ing in Biochemistry.

Mason Krause, son of 
Walt and Lois Krause 
of Damon, is a member 
of 85 Damon. He will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Texas State Techni-
cal College majoring in 
Electrical Lineman Op-
erations.

Katy Krenek, daughter 
of Richard and Tammy 
Krenek of Cameron, is 
a member of 21 Marak. 
She will be a Sopho-
more next fall at McLen-
nan Community College 
majoring in Veterinary 
Technican.

Hannah Kriska, daugh-
ter of Tony and Mela-
nie Kriska of Palmer, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a Junior next 
fall at Tarleton State 
University majoring in 
Child Development.

Sarah Kulhanek, daugh-
ter of Chris and Brenda 
Kulhanek of Sealy, is 
a member of 22 Wal-
lis. She will be a Junior 
next fall at Texas State 
University majoring in 
Biochemistry.

Emily Kuzel, daughter 
of Emil and Ann Kuzel 
of Virginia, is a member 
of 18 Granger. She will 
be a Freshman next fall 
at Texas A&M Univer-
sity majoring in Interna-
tional Studies.

Taylar Laughlin, daugh-
ter of John Laughlin and 
Susan Parker of Brazo-
ria, is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be 
a Sophomore next fall 
at Sam Houston State 
University majoring in 
Business.

Noah Leist, son of Bri-
an and Denise Leist of 
Yoakum, is a member 
of 5 Shiner. He will be a 
Junior next fall at Texas 
A&M University major-
ing in History.

Matthias Litzmann, son 
of Mark and Barbara 
Litzmann of Sealy, is 
a member of 22 Wal-
lis. He will be a Senior 
next fall at Sam Houston 
State University major-
ing in Psychology.
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Zane Litzmann, son 
of Mark and Barbara 
Litzmann of Sealy, is a 
member of 22 Wallis. 
He will be a Graduate 
Student next fall at Sam 
Houston State Univer-
sity majoring in History.

KaLynn Long, daughter 
of Keith and Sally Long 
of Ennis, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
University of Texas at 
Austin majoring in Ac-
counting.

Gabe Matous, son of 
Jeffery and Stephanie 
Matous of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at University of 
Incarnate Word major-
ing in Physical Therapy.

Nathan Joseph Matous, 
son of Steven and Kathy 
Matous of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Texas A&M Uni-
versity majoring in Ac-
counting.

Payton Matous, son of 
Jeffery and Stephanie 
Matous of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. He 
will be a Senior next fall 
at University of Penn-
sylvania majoring in 
Linguistics.

Allison Mican, daughter 
of Randy and Jeannie 
Mican of Schulenburg, 
is a member of 12 Sweet 
Home. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Victoria College major-
ing in Criminal Justice 
- Law Enforcement.

Delaney Orsak, daugh-
ter of Ben and Valerie 
Orsak of Needville, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a Senior next 
fall at The University of 
Texas at Tyler majoring 
in Nursing.

Christopher Pavlicek, 
son of Daniel and Susan 
Pavlicek of Damon, is a 
member of 85 Damon. 
He will be a Freshman 
next fall at Brazosport 
College majoring in In-
strumentation.

Marie Ariet Pavlicek, 
daughter of John and 
Jacqui Pavlicek of Guy, 
is a member of 85 Da-
mon. She will be a Ju-
nior next fall at Stephen 
F. Austin State Univer-
sity majoring in Social 
Work.

Mark Pavlicek, son of 
John and Jacqui Pav-
licek of Guy, is a mem-
ber of 85 Damon. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Houston Commu-
nity College majoring in 
Graphic Design.

Brittany Pless, daughter 
of Leigh Pless of Whar-
ton, is a member of 
115 Freeport. She will 
be a Junior next fall at 
Texas A&M University-
Kingsville majoring in 
Psychology.

Garrett Pless, son of 
Leigh Pless of Wharton, 
is a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Brazos-
port College majoring in 
Instrumentation.

Noah Plsek, son of Rob-
ert and Jennifer Plsek of 
Florida and Texas, is a 
member of 11 West. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at San Angelo State 
University majoring in 
Kinesiology.

Emily Polansky, daugh-
ter of William and Jose-
phine Polansky of West, 
is a member of 11 West. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at McLennan 
Community College 
majoring in Engineer-
ing.

Bailey “Belle” Prachyl, 
daughter of Jeffrey and 
Erin Prachyl of Waxa-
hachie, is a member of 
16 Ennis. She will be a 
Senior next fall at Trin-
ity University majoring 
in International Busi-
ness.
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Lydia Pustejovsky, 
daughter of Robert and 
Traci Pustejovsky of 
Abbott, is a member of 
104 Abbott. She will be 
a Junior next fall at Tar-
leton State University 
majoring in Business 
Finance.

Della Pustka, daughter 
of Timothy and Donna 
Pustka of Brazoria, is a 
member of 115 Freeport. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Texas State 
University majoring in 
Mathematics.

Peyton Reid Raindl, son 
of Michael and Laura 
Raindl of Shiner, is a 
member of 5 Shiner. He 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at Texas State Tech-
nical College majoring 
in Diesel Machanics.

Victoria Caroline Re-
ese, daughter of Jeff and 
Brenda Reese of Angle-
ton, is a member of 115 
Freeport. She will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Blinn College majoring 
in Business-Risk Man-
agement.

Braden Reinecker, son 
of Bradley and Roxanne 
Reinecker of Wallis, is 
a member of 115 Free-
port. He will be a Fresh-
man next fall at Wharton 
County Junior College 
majoring in HVAC.

John Conner Rejcek, 
son of Laddy and Melo-
dy Rejcek of Palmer, is 
a member of 16 Ennis. 
He will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Texas Tech 
University majoring in 
Accounting.

Kasi Schneider, daugh-
ter of Bubba and Shelly 
Schneider of Damon, is 
a member of 85 Damon. 
She will be a Sophomore 
next fall at Texas A&M 
University majoring in 
Biomedical Science.

Katheryn Sefcik, daugh-
ter of Byron and Shan-
non Sefcik of Santa 
Fe, is a member of 124 
Texas City. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at 
College of the Mainland 
majoring in Nursing.

Blake Shimek, son of 
James and Barbara 
Shimek of Hallettsville, 
is a member of 2 Hal-
lettsville. He will be a 
Freshman next fall at 
Victoria College major-
ing in Software Engi-
neering.

Angelette Marie Siegel, 
daughter of Donald and 
Bernadette Siegel of 
Yoakum, is a member 
of 5 Shiner. She will be 
a Sophomore next fall at 
Victoria College major-
ing in Nursing.

Hannah Smith, daugh-
ter of Everett and Julie 
Zapletal Smith of Irving 
and Dallas, is a member 
of 16 Ennis. She will be 
a Freshman next fall at a 
college yet to be deter-
mined majoring in Biol-
ogy.

Katelyn Smith, daugh-
ter of Ken and Deanna 
Smith of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Stephen F. 
Austin State University 
majoring in Interior De-
sign.

McKenna Stefek, daugh-
ter of Daryl and Lisa 
Stefek of Granger, is a 
member of 18 Granger. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Austin Com-
munity College major-
ing in Psychology.

Jazmin Vaculin, daugh-
ter of Jeremy and Me-
lissa Vaculin of Cam-
eron, is a member of 
21 Marak. She will be a 
Sophomore next fall at 
Temple College major-
ing in Nursing.

Avery Vitovsky, daugh-
ter of Bryan and Evette 
Vitovsky of Ennis, is a 
member of 16 Ennis. 
She will be a Freshman 
next fall at Navarro Col-
lege majoring in Educa-
tion.
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Cara Wylie, daughter 
of Mac and Joan Wylie 
of Boerne, is a member 
of 30 East Bernard. She 
will be a Freshman next 
fall at University of Tex-
as at Austin majoring in 
Communications.

Junior Division Information
By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities

  It is about this time that we would usually be 
getting ready for Camp Guardian Angel, but in-
stead, as you know, the decision had to be made 
to cancel camp because of COVID-19. This deci-
sion was not an easy one to make, but we felt that 
during this time of uncertainty it was the right 
thing to do to keep everyone safe. Any raffle tick-
ets that were sold to benefit the cost of Camp will 
still go in this year’s drawing. The raffle draw-
ing is usually done at camp, but this year it will 

instead be held at the State Office on July 31st. All winners will be notified. 
The money raised from any tickets sold this year will still benefit our Junior 
members.
  As far as district socials, there is a possibility that those that have been can-
celled could be rescheduled. To make sure of the events that will be taking 
place, please check our website or call the State Office.
  During this pandemic it was good to go back to cooking more meals, baking, 
working and staying at home, praying and doing a lot of other things. It remind-
ed me of how things were when I was growing up. I even gave some haircuts!
  Hopefully the coronavirus pandemic will be over very soon. Hoping that ev-
eryone will stay safe and healthy so that we all can get back together next year 
and have great times like we have had at camp before. I will certainly miss see-
ing everyone this summer. 
  Here is a prayer to help get us through this difficult time: God of love and 
mercy, assist us during this time of trouble and anxiety. Ease our burdens. 
Strengthen our faith. Increase our trust and confidence in Your compassionate 
care. Give us the courage we need, dear Lord, to face the difficulties before us, 
knowing that with Your help, miracles happen, and lives are restored. I pray for 
a share in Your healing graces and ask that You surround us with Your comfort-
ing goodness, for health in mind and body, and for a heart filled with hope and 
peace. Amen.

Sweetest Jesus we implore, the grace to love you daily more and more.

Congratulations 
2020 KJZT 
Scholarship 
Recipients!

“Junior Members on a Mission” ...continued from page 1

  The Junior members of No. 101 Victoria 
also donated two cakes to Copperfield 
Village, a senior living community in 
Victoria, one cake for the residents and one 
cake for the hard-working staff!
  Thank you to these Junior member societ-
ies for demonstrating to us all that we are 
all indeed in this together. KJZT Family 
Life is incredibly proud of you.
Counterclockwise: Pictured top left are members of 
No. 101 Victoria. Pictured bottom left are Juniors 
of No. 16 Ennis. Pictured below are staff members 
at Copperfield Village with their gift. Pictured bot-
tom second from the right are Juniors of No. 16 En-
nis. Pictured bottom far right are a few of the cards 
made by the No. 101 Victoria Juniors.
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The Society held their 
Lenten Soup on March 

6th after Stations of the Cross were held. They had 
cheesy vegetable soup and lima bean soup for ev-
eryone. They also served tuna sandwiches, pimento 
cheese sandwiches, deviled eggs, corn bread, fruit 
trays, and coffee, tea, and water were available. 
There were about 60 people in attendance. Every-
one enjoyed it.

Pictured (L to R) are those who worked the Soup, including Caro-
lyn Nevlud, Joyce Wheeler, Rosie Olsovsky, Evelyn Dierlam, and 
Irene Brosch. Great job!

101 Victoria

The Society was pleased to 
host the February birthday 

party for residents at the Ganado Nursing and Rehab 
center in Ganado Texas on February 27, 2020. 

Members participating (pictured L to R) were Mary Ann Peters, 
Helen Andel, Lanoe Macha, Katherine Wesselski, Cecilia French, 
Frances Vesely, and Debbie Hicks.

43 Ganado

On May 14, 2020, the society’s second quarterly meeting was held at 4:30 
p.m. using the teleconference model. President Elizabeth Kallus called the 

meeting to order and led opening prayers for the needs of the living members, for an end to the pandemic 
we are experiencing, and for three recently deceased members, namely Angie Matocha, Lambert Lidiak, 
and Annie Kallus.    
  Reading of the Minutes from the February 13th meeting was dispensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her 
report, bills were approved for payment, and seven cards of thanks were read. 
  Kallus shared an email from State Director Donna Janda that said all State KJZT Family Life functions 
have been cancelled for the year; the District V Annual Social scheduled for September 20th hosted by 
Society No. 20 Cistern and the 100th Anniversary celebrations by Society No. 65 Holman and Society No. 
69 Smithville are all “wait and see”; the safety of Members is top priority; and not to stress if your society 
is unable to have meetings or host projects.
   Secretary Marilyn Kothmann shared news from the State KJZT April letter stating that the KJZT Family 
Life XXXVI Regular General Convention will be held July 23 – 25, 2021 at the Omni Southpark Hotel in 
Austin with Delegate Election deadline being February 28, 2021.  
  KJZT Clerical Endowment Fund enrollments report by Joy Kovar showed one special birthday and three 
sympathies by Society No. 31 and 15 enrollments by individuals; and the three deceased members were 
remembered with Mass intentions. Kallus gave the publicity and KJZT Traveling Unity Rosary reports.       
  State KJZT Junior Division Camp Guardian Angel has been cancelled but their raffle will still take place.  
  To show support for parishes during these uncertain times, State KJZT Family Life offered 100% matched 
funds up to $250.00 of a Society’s donation to their parish during this COVID-19 crisis. Society No. 31 
participated and Sacred Heart Catholic Church in La Grange received a $500.00 donation.
  For the 2019 fraternal year, 65 Status Societies were recognized. Each of them received $100.00 for a 
Fraternal 100 Project. In turn these Societies donate this money to a charity of their choice. Society No. 31 
is making their donation to the AMEN food pantry in La Grange.      
  The next meeting is planned for August 20th with possibly La Grange Mayor Janet Moerbe being the guest 
speaker for the KJZT Marshall program.   
  The teleconference of four officers and two members closed with the Memorare prayer. 

31 La Grange

KJZT Societies Cherish Their Parish: 
$29,000 Donated

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, churches have had a significant decline in donations without any physical at-
tendance during this year’s Easter season. Despite this, parishes have continued to show their commitment 
to their parishioners in the midst of this pandemic.

To show our support, KJZT Family Life offered 100% matching funds up to $250 of a Society’s donation 
to their parish. With Society donations and State Office matching funds, a total of $29,000 was able to be 
given to parishes suffering with financial losses and stress due to COVID-19. 

The State Office received several thank you notes and letters from the pastors of the receiving parishes. 
They confirmed how current events have made a significant difference for them. All stated they were grate-
ful for KJZT Family Life to think of their parishes as they face difficult times. Every Society that took part 
in this endeavor showing KJZT Family Life supports our parishes are all much appreciated.

The next issue's deadline is July 15th. 
Please send your submissions by email to 

info@kjzt.org or by mail to: Pam Strickland, 
Editor, PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760.
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  We are all going through a very unfamiliar 
time, but the Sales and Events department of 
KJZT Family Life continues to remain opti-
mistic. As we continue to pray for the health 
and safety of our members, their communi-
ties, and parishes, we remain focused on 
cultivating our sales growth now and in the 
future.
  For example, we are so excited to introduce 
two new fraternal benefits, the Charitable 
Benefit Rider and the Impaired Risk Rider, to 
our line of product features. Both riders show 
the value we hold in insuring the lives of our 

members. See the information at right for more details. 
  Excellent member service also continues to be a priority. Marie San Miguel, of 
the Sales and Events Department, is reaching out to members to update our re-
cords and offer an agent introduction to assist with any insurance questions you 
may have. Marie has been in contact with eligible 30/30 YES conversion policy 
owners as a reminder that the 30/30 YES plan can be converted at the age of 18, 
21, 24, 27 or 30 years of age with a guaranteed insurability. 
  A virtual meeting for your Sales team was held in May and was very successful. 
Our agents are still available to assist you at this time. They have made strong 
efforts to conduct business virtually due to state and government mandates on 
social distancing. The cancellation and postponements of statewide events this 
year leaves us longing for the time ahead when we will all be together again cele-
brating KJZT Family Life, but this time of uncertainty has not lessened our faith 
for the future. We will continue to move forward. We will be back in front of our 
members and potential members once we are able to, and we will continue to 
work on increasing sales and the growth of membership for KJZT Family Life.
  Now more than ever is the time to review your future insurance needs and in-
sure your family and loved ones. Lock in one of our affordable and competitive 
life products today. 

Sales Highlights

Joy Kovar has been an agent of KJZT Family Life for 
12 years. Joy and her husband, Roy, live in the Am-
mannsville/La Grange area and have three children. 
Joy attended Blinn College where she earned an As-
sociate Degree in Business Administration. Joy is a li-
censed agent, holds a FIC designation, and has worked 
in the insurance industry for 13 years with over 20 
years in the banking industry. Joy is excellent at as-

sisting members. She is willing to travel to outlying District areas wherever an 
agent is needed. She is currently the Vice President of her local KJZT Family Life 
Society, No. 31 La Grange.  Joy enjoys gardening and biking in her spare time.

Featured Agents: Joy Kovar and John McDermott

By Deborah Kaspar,
Sales and Events Manager

John McDermott has been a licensed agent with KJZT 
Family Life since 2007. John served as the Sales Man-
ager for one year for the Fraternal and has continued to 
be a successful sales producer for KJZT Family Life. 
John has three children and five grandchildren. John 
lives in Austin, Texas, but services members through-
out the entire State of Texas. John holds a FICF, Fra-
ternal Insurance Counselor Fellow, designation, a Se-

ries 6 and 63 security license along with the Life and Health insurance license. He 
has been in the insurance industry for over 43 years. John enjoys spending time 
outside, working in the yard, and golfing in his spare time.

Congratulations to our Top Agent Production Leader!Congratulations to our Top Agent Production Leader!
May -  Annualized Premium Leader: Linda Pavlicek

Charitable Benefit Rider – a fraternal benefit that provides for an additional 
benefit that will be paid to a designated charitable beneficiary. The benefit is 
equal to 1 percent of the face amount of the underlying certificate on the date 
of the insured’s death, subject to a maximum benefit of $10,000. The charitable 
beneficiary will be selected by the certificate holder and must be an organiza-
tion that is exempt from federal taxation as an authorized recipient of charitable 
contributions and whose principles are consistent with the teachings of the Ro-
man Catholic Church.
 
Impaired Risk Rider - a fraternal benefit will be available with any permanent 
life insurance policy that is currently available for sale with a face amount of at 
least $50,000 that provides whole life insurance coverage on the life of a named 
child of the insured under the base certificate who has an uninsurable condition 
but meets the underwriting requirements for this rider. The rider face amount is 
$10,000. The insured covered by this rider will be considered a member. 

Call us today at 1-888-253-2338 to be connected 
with an agent near you for details.

New Riders Available

Thank you to the remarkable agentsThank you to the remarkable agents
who have continued to produce business!who have continued to produce business!
Doris Andel, Bob Burns, Joy Kovar, John McDermott
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sweet potato mixture. Bake, uncov-
ered, at 350˚ for 20-25 minutes or until 
golden brown. Makes 6 to 8 servings.

Favorite Squash and Cheese
Submitted by Cynthia Morris,
Society No. 21 Marak

3 lb. yellow squash, sliced
1 onion, coarsely chopped
½ c. butter
½ c. crushed Ritz crackers, (about 1 ½ 
        pkg.)
¼ c. butter
2 T. cornstarch
1 c. half and half
½ lb. Velveeta cheese, cubed

Preheat oven to 350°. Boil squash and 
onion in salted water until barely ten-
der. While squash is cooking, prepare 
topping.

Topping:
Melt ½ cup butter in skillet. Sauté 
crushed crackers in butter until crisp 
and browned. Set aside.

Make a white sauce using the ¼ cup 
butter, cornstarch and half and half. 
Add cubed cheese. Stir until sauce is 
smooth.

Arrange squash in 9 x 13 glass bak-
ing dish. Pour sauce over squash. Top 
with cracker topping. Bake 25 minutes 
or until hot and bubbly.

Creamy Jalapeño Dip
Submitted by Jennifer Kallus,
Society No. 43 Ganado

1 ⅓ c. mayonnaise
⅓ c. buttermilk
⅓ c. chopped jalapeño
⅓ c. green chilies
⅓ c. cilantro leaf
1 (1 oz.) packet dry ranch dressing mix

Mix ingredients in blender or food 
processor until smooth. Serve with 
tortilla chips or as a salad dressing.

Sky High Biscuits
Submitted by Jo Ann Stasny, 
Society No. 125 Houston

2 c. all-purpose flour
1 c. whole-wheat flour
4 ½ tsp. baking powder
2 T. sugar
½ tsp. salt
¾ tsp. cream of tartar
¾ c. butter
1 egg, beaten
1 c. milk

In a bowl, combine the flours, baking 
powder, sugar, salt and cream of tartar. 
Cut in butter until mixture resembles 
coarse cornmeal. Add egg and milk, 
stirring quickly and briefly. Knead 
lightly on floured board. Roll or pat 

gently to 1-inch thickness. Cut into 
1 to 2 inch biscuits. Place on greased 
pan. Bake at 450° for 12 to 15 min-
utes. Makes about 20 biscuits.

Big Red Cake
Submitted by Amy Vansa,
Society No. 21 Marak

1 box white cake mix
1 (12 oz.) can Big Red soda (or any  
    strawberry-flavored soda)
1 (6 oz.) pkg. strawberry Jell-O
1 or 2 boxes frozen, sliced strawberries
1 small box vanilla (or white chocolate) 
       instant pudding
1 (8 oz.) carton Cool Whip

Make 1 white cake by directions. 
Bake. Poke full of holes with handle 
of wooden spoon. Set aside. Mix and 
bring to a boil the soda, Jell-O, and 
strawberries. Pour over cake and chill. 
Mix instant pudding by directions, less 
¾ cup milk to make pudding thicker. 
Fold in Cool Whip and spread over top 
of cake. Chill overnight.  

Chocolate Chip Cheesecake Bars
Submitted by Lindsey Vaculin,
Society No. 21 Marak

¾ c. shortening
¾ c. sugar
⅓ c. packed brown sugar

1 egg
1 ½ tsp. salt
¾ tsp. baking soda
1 ½ c. miniature chocolate chips
¾ c. chopped pecans

Filling:
2 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
¾ c. sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla

In a mixing bowl, cream shortening 
and sugars, beat in egg and vanilla. 
Combine the flour, salt and baking 
soda. Add to the creamed mixture and 
mix well. Fold in the chocolate chips 
and pecans. Set aside ⅓ of the dough 
for topping. Press remaining dough 
into a greased 13 x 9 inch baking pan. 
Bake at 350˚ for 8 minutes. Mean-
while in a small mixing bowl, beat 
cream cheese and sugar until smooth. 
Bake at 350˚ for 35 to 40 minutes or 
until golden brown. Cover and store in 
refrigerator. Yields 3 dozen.

Buttery Sweet Potato Casserole
Submitted by Linda Orsak Clark,
Society No. 49 Needville

2 cans (15 ¾ oz. each) sweet potatoes, 
           drained and mashed
½ c. sugar
1 egg
¼ c. butter, melted
½ tsp. ground cinnamon
dash of salt

Topping:
1 c. (about 25) coarsely crushed butter 
       flavored crackers 
½ c. packed brown sugar
¼ c. butter, melted

In a large bowl, combine the first six 
ingredients. Transfer to a greased 
8-inch square baking dish. Combine 
the topping ingredients, sprinkle over 

S H A R I N G
O U R  B E S T

If you would like to share a recipe or tip If you would like to share a recipe or tip 
with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, with your fellow members to appear in a future issue, 
please send them in to the State Office. Please include please send them in to the State Office. Please include 

your phone number in case we have any questions.your phone number in case we have any questions.
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THE MAGNIFICAT  
CANTICLE OF 

MARY 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: the Almighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH 
INSURANCE 
named in our "In Memoriam" column is 
remembered by KJZT Family Life with 
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT 
Clerical Endowment Fund. 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of 
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

The State Directors and State Officers of 
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest 
sympathy to the bereaved families of our 
departed members.

SOCIETY  NAME          DATE OF DEATH          AGE

“In Memoriam”
1 YOAKUM  JO ANN MACHAC    4/7/2020  79
3 ST. MARY’S  MARGARET (VACULIK) KONVICKA  7/26/2019  87
4 PRAHA  MARCELLA (SURMAN) LANGHAMER 2/9/2020  84
5 SHINER  MARY (HEIMAN) PATEK   4/7/2020  96
5 SHINER  GLADYS (APPELT) STRAUSS   3/7/2020  88
6 BRYAN  MARY (WEHRMAN) NEWPORT  2/14/2020  93
6 BRYAN  VICKIE (DROZD) ZWEIFEL   4/8/2020  66
10 FAYETTEVILLE LAURI (BOYER) KNEDLIK   10/9/2019  55
11 WEST   MILADA (HOLECEK) MAZANEC  7/12/2019  84
15 CORN HILL  MARY ANN (ZUROVETZ) TSCHOERNER 1/28/2020  96
16 ENNIS   IRENE (VALEK) TOLLESON   4/1/2020  77
16 ENNIS   HERBERT RANDALL ANDREWS  2/21/2020  65
16 ENNIS   FRANCES (MATOUS) NOVOTNY  3/6/2020  92
16 ENNIS   ROBBY (JONES) SALIK   4/8/2020  77
16 ENNIS   GERALDINE (MACALIK) ZHANEL  4/15/2020  91
16 ENNIS   EMMA (TRPAK) PATAK   5/4/2020  88
16 ENNIS   JEANETTE (SLOVACEK) LISKA  5/17/2020  69
20 CISTERN  WILLA CHARBA    5/16/2020  76
22 WALLIS  DONNA (MELNAR) TONER   3/18/2020  69
23 HOSTYN  JANET (KRISCHKE) MURAS   2/14/2020  84
30 EAST BERNARD BERNICE (SCHMIDT) KOPECKY  10/20/2019  81
31 LA GRANGE  LAMBERT JOSEPH LIDIAK   3/28/2020  86
32 HOUSTON  SCHOLASTICA (KOLODEJCAK) PRIHODA 10/19/2019  81
43 GANADO  WILLIE (LUTRINGER) CYKALA  3/18/2020  89
43 GANADO  MARY ANN (BURES) BENDELE  4/20/2020  98
43 GANADO  LUCY (TRCKA) BISHOP   3/31/2020  93
43 GANADO  IRENE (MIKUSEK) JANECEK   1/8/2019  87
44 MORAVIA  MARJORIE (KONVICKA) MCCASLIN 4/17/2020  92
46 CORPUS CHRISTI BERNICE (SHEREK) BACA   4/4/2020  86
49 NEEDVILLE  ELIZABETH (CERNOCH) KAACK  2/25/2020  83
49 NEEDVILLE  DOROTHY (KOSSA) FLAHERTY  3/3/2020  88
72 EL CAMPO  JARREL NOHAVITZA    5/14/2020  87
77 ROSENBERG  OLGA (GURECKY) KULCAK   4/23/2020  88
83 FLATONIA  MARY (SAVADINA) RATCLIFF  10/18/2012  94
83 FLATONIA  DOROTHY (WALLA) PARGAC  12/16/2019  94
86 SEYMOUR  MARY (KUBALA) MATUS   4/23/2020  96
91 GALVESTON  MARY ANN (KORENEK) GREESON  2/9/2015  75
93 AUSTIN  GEORGIA (KOCUREK) CHAMBERLAIN 11/7/2019  92
101 VICTORIA  FRIEDA (VEIT) MALIK   3/6/2020  90
101 VICTORIA  SR. ADRIANA CERNOCH   4/14/2020  89
108 DALLAS  MARY (STITZLE) GRUBBS   3/10/2020  97
114 HOUSTON  LORENE (CERVENKA) FRANK  3/23/2020  94
114 HOUSTON  MARIA (LOPEZ) WATSON   3/27/2020  61
121 WICHITA FALLS EMILIE (KAJS) PORTWOOD   3/9/2020  87
124 TEXAS CITY  KATHERINE (WYTOVAK) BUTLER  6/6/2019  79
125 HOUSTON  ERNEST JOHN LAITKEP   1/18/2020  84
126 PALACIOS  DOROTHY (SHIMEK) KOCUREK  11/12/2019  90
127 ARLINGTON  ELLA (ZABOJNIK) BABEK   4/9/2020  89
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Kyle Jaska is a new member of Society No. 104 Ab-
bott. He is the son of Joe and Rebecca Jaska. Kyle’s 
grandmother, Theresa Jaska, is also a member of So-
ciety No. 104 Abbott.

Connor Jaska is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of Joe and Rebecca Jaska. Con-
nor’s grandmother, Theresa Jaska, is also a member 
of Society No. 104 Abbott.

Carson Jaska is a new member of Society No. 104 
Abbott. He is the son of Joe and Rebecca Jaska. Car-
son’s grandmother, Theresa Jaska, is also a member 
of Society No. 104 Abbott.

KJZT Family Life Journal May/June 2020

Junior News
Natalie Hutyra, Noah Plsek and Emily Polansky were each 
awarded a $500.00 scholarship by their local Society, No. 11 

of West. Natalie is the daughter of Mark and Amy Hutyra. She will be attending 
MCC where she will get her basics and then apply to Dental Hygiene Programs.
Noah is the son of Jennifer Plsek and Rob Plsek. He will be attending Angelo 
State University pursing a degree in Kinesiology and he will also be playing 
football for the team. Emily is the daughter of William and Josephine Polansky. 
She will be attending MCC where she has been accepted into their Engineering 
program. Her plans are to get her Bachelors’ Degree in either civil or mechani-
cal engineering. Natalie, Noah, and Emily were also recipients of KJZT State 
Scholarships.
  Three more members from the West Society that received KJZT State Schol-
arships were Ella Colley, Christopher Hovde, and Katie Hutyra. Ella Colley 
is the daughter of Michael and Carrie Colley of Seabrook, Texas. She is also 
the granddaughter of Jeanette and Bill Karlik of West. She will be attending 
Blinn College, then A&M and will major in Forensics. Christopher Hovde is the 

11 West

son of Dennis and Angie Hovde of Waco, Texas. He graduated from McLen-
nan Community College and will be pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Management at Tarleton State University. Katie is the daughter of Mark and 
Amy Hutyra of West. Katie has graduated from McLennan Community College 
and will be attending Texas State University, pursuing her Bachelor of Exercise 
and Sports Science. 

Pictured (L to R in front) are President Mary Kallus, Emily Polansky, Natalie Hutyra, Treasurer Joyce 
Nors, and Vice-President Dolores Sykora. Pictured (L to R in back) are Secretary Theresa Plsek, 
Noah Plsek, and Christopher Hovde. Not pictured are Ella Colley and Katie Hutyra.
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  We have included the coloring page below for anyone who 
would like to color it and share it! Sometimes it’s hard to think 
of what a single person can do to bring happiness to someone 
else, especially during times like these. But it can be as easy as 
sending this picture to someone and letting them know you 
are thinking of them! To know that someone cares for you is 
a truly great gift to receive, so let’s get started!

  Follow the instructions at left. We can’t wait to see everyone’s 
photos!

Color to Comfort
1. Color the picture below. Feel free to add anything.

2. Take a photo of you and your colored picture. Email it to us  
    at info@kjzt.org.

3. Mail your picture to someone who you think might need a 
    little pick-me-up!
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