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An Advent Message: Come, Lord Jesus
Advent is a time of waiting, longing and reflective listening. We embark on a journey that will lead us to the glory of
the Word made flesh. Throughout these four weeks, we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus” (Rv. 22:20).
During the Advent journey, our Scripture readings tell the story of the coming of our Savior, while anticipating the
Second Coming of Jesus in the fullness of his glory. It is a reminder that on each day of our earthly pilgrimage we
are called to proclaim, “Come, Lord Jesus.”
Before the arrival of another Christmas Day, let us approach the Lord Jesus in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and
experience the healing love and mercy our Savior longs to share with us. In the sacred cleansing of our souls, we
embrace humility and seek to bring to our brothers and sisters the gift of kindness, compassion and service. Let us
be a people of Light, illuminating the path for others, as we bring the gift of hope and joy to a world greatly in need
of so precious a gift.

Sharing Our Best
................................ page 20

May this Advent season be for us, as members of KJZT Family Life, a time of renewal and rebirth, so that we will
be engulfed not in a frantic and frenzy state of gift buying and holiday preparations, but found waiting, in quiet and
prayerful reflection, for the celebration of our Lord’s Coming. Together, let us proclaim, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

Career Opportunity:
Ins. & Annuity Specialist
................................ page 24

A most blessed and peaceful Advent to you and your families.

Member Beneﬁts
................................ page 20

In Christ,
Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain

Page 2

Fraternal Focus
By Pam Strickland, President/CEO
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To say 2020 has been extremely challenging would be an understatement. I
want to offer our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to everyone who has been
affected by COVID – 19. We continue to pray for an end to the pandemic.
During this unprecedented year, we made the decision to cancel all statewide Fraternal events, along with a large amount of society events and fundraisers. Despite the cancellations, our societies continued their philanthropy in their parishes and communities. I could not be more proud of all the
time, hard work and unselfish giving that our members donated throughout
the year. By the end of this year, KJZT Family Life will have given over
$100,000 to communities, parishes and diocese across Texas.
This year has been tough; and I cannot let it slip by without thanking our dedicated State Officers and employees who showed their loyalty to our Fraternal and its members by coming into the office every day, even
though there was chaos and fear around us. Our members and their family members remained our priority
during these difficult times.
Lastly, I want to take the time to reassure our members that KJZT Family Life continues to be in a strong
financial position. Your investments are safe and secure. As with any organization we are not immune to the
stresses in the capital markets during this uncertain time; however, you can be assured that we remain a strong
viable company. We are blessed with a healthy and stable surplus with ample reserves that are adequately
funded. Our well managed investment portfolio continues to provide adequate growth and liquidity to meet all
our operational needs. We are aware of the responsibility we have to safeguard the funds entrusted to us, and
we will continue to take prudent action to protect you and your interest with us.
As this year comes to an end, I want to wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy Happy
New Year! May you receive the many blessings of the Christmas Season.

Merry Christmas from the State Office!
Pam Strickland, President/CEO
Catherine Sylvester, VP/Insurance Services
Carrie Janecek, VP/Financial Controller
Deborah Kaspar, Sales and Events Manager
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By Very Rev. Gary W. Janak, State Chaplain
I do a lot of blessing. From people to water, meals, houses, pets, religious articles, vehicles, seed, fields, meetings, family gatherings, buildings, businesses, boats, graves and the list continues. As a priest, extending God’s blessings to others is a daily occurrence and one that offers me much joy. The highest form of blessing is found in the celebration of the sacraments.
We know all too well how to curse, but what about how to bless? Do we take the time to bless others? In the First Letter of Peter,
we read of the importance of blessing: “Do not return evil for evil, or insult for insult; but, on the contrary, a blessing, because
to this you were called, that you might inherit a blessing” (1 Pt 3:9).
The very source of all blessings originates with God. We bless in God’s Name and, in doing so, offer thanksgiving to our Lord,
who always provides for us. In the general introduction to The Book of Blessings, we read: “…the celebration of blessings becomes the means for us to profess that as we make use of what God has created we wish to find him and to love and serve him with all fidelity…By celebrating a
blessing the faithful can also sanctify various situations and events in their lives” (p.17, 22).
The act of blessing is not reserved only to the ordained. As baptized Christians, all are called to bless, depending on their distinctive vocational state of life. We
can call upon God to bless the food prepared for our nourishment and we can bless the daily situations in which we find ourselves living. Husbands and wives are
encouraged to bless one another and parents are called to bless their children. Sibling, family members and friends are called to do the same.
I vividly recall my godfather and uncle, Frank Fikac, blessing me before I left his home. I always looked forward to his marking my forehead with the sign of
the cross. Even with trembling hands, after he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, he would bless me after our many visits. I cherish the memory of those
blessings.
I equally cherish the blessings offered by my parents. Prior to the beginning of my ordination Mass, and the wedding Masses for my brother and sisters, each of
us knelt before our parents, as they blessed us. Embarking upon our particular vocational calling, we did so marked with the sign of the cross by those who gave
us life.
I know of parents who daily bless their children and married couples who make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of their spouses at the beginning or ending
of each day, even when angry with one another. It is a vivid reminder that God promises them the grace to solve their problems. They decide to bless instead of
curse one another. Children may resist at times, but when parents fail to bless them, when the practice of daily blessing them has been established, even teenagers
can be heard saying to their parents, “You forgot to bless me”!
Having gathered around our family tables for the celebration of Thanksgiving, we will soon do so again in commemoration of the birth of our Savior. Christmas
offers us the opportunity to bless one another, not merely by the exchange of gifts, but through the action of blessing one another with a visit, an encouraging word
and with the healing which comes from reconciliation. Blessing one another brings honor and glory to God and strengthens our bond with one another.
This sacred and festive time of the year, in spite of having to cope with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, offers us the opportunity to bless one another with
our words, actions and thoughtful deeds. It does not have to cost a lot or anything for that matter, but takes just a few moments to write a note, send a text, say a
prayer, make the Sign of the Cross on the foreheads of those we love, or offer a blessing to someone we do not know. The joy of the Christmas season presents
us with the opportunity to go out of ourselves and to reach out to others, which is what we seek to do as members of K.J.Z.T. Family Life. Yes, it is a good time
of the year to bless!
In Christ,
Father Gary Janak
State Chaplain
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XXXVI Regular General
Convention
July 23 - 25, 2021

Delegate Duty
Constitution & Bylaws - Article VIII; Section 13
The duty of a Delegate shall be to officially represent the Society in a General Convention.
• The term of office of Delegate or Alternate shall begin from her presentation of her credentials in the Regular General Convention and extend after the Regular
General Convention until the next Regular General Convention;
• Officers of the Society or Members who attend Society meetings regularly and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elected as Delegates or Alternates;
however, no State Director or State Officer shall be elected a Delegate or Alternate.
• The President of the Society shall officially notify a duly elected Alternate to assume the position of Delegate to a Convention of the Fraternal in accordance
with the Bylaws of the Fraternal.
• Delegates shall serve on Convention committees to which they are appointed and shall participate in workshops held at the Convention;
• Delegates shall present, explain, and defend all motions offered by their Society to the General Convention and in general shall act according to the decision
of their Society. However, they shall consider the official explanation and discussion during the sessions of the Convention and act according to their best
knowledge and conscience;
• Delegates must be present at all sessions, unless officially excused by the Chair of the Convention, to be eligible for expense payment;
• Delegates shall have the duty to make a report to their Societies in the meeting after the Convention. This report shall include decisions and amendments
to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Fraternal.
The Delegate Election deadline is February 28, 2021. The deadline to have Delegate Credentials and Biographical Data to the State Office is March 15, 2021.

As a Delegate, you have the opportunity to request placement on any one of the following Committees:
•
•
•
•
•

Balloting Committee
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Convention Minutes Approval Committee
Credential & Mileage Committee
Fraternal Committee

•
•
•
•
•

Gifts Committee
Good of the Order Committee
Hospitality Committee
Insurance & Salaries Committee
Nominating Committee

If you would like more information on being a Delegate or are interested in applying for a State Director position,
please call the State Office at 1.888.253.2338 or send an email to info@kjzt.org.
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Do you have what it takes
to be a State Director for KJZT Family Life?
You could earn an annual income of $22,703.

Here’s a part of what it takes:

and assist each individual society in their districts in understanding and carrying out the Fraternal Program.
• You must be elected as a delegate for the XXXVI Regular General Convention.
• Assist KJZT Family Life Insurance Sales Agents in their district.
o Officers of the Society or Members who attend society meetings
• Assist KJZT Family Life members in their districts when a disaster, crisis and/
regularly and are eligible according to the Bylaws shall be elector need arises.
ed as Delegate or Alternates.
• Remain current in knowledge and practice in the areas of insurance, invest• Must be a regular member of KJZT Family Life for a minimum of five years.
ments and fraternalism.
• Be a responsible citizen of the United States and Texas; lead an exemplary
Board of Directors Catholic life and be a role model for other KJZT Family Life members spirituAccording to the Constitution and Bylaws - The Board of Directors shall have
ally and fraternally.
the following responsibilities and duties:
• Attend the Regular General Convention of the Fraternal, Special General
Qualifications for State Directors Convention, Board of Directors Meetings and District Socials in their as• Must be a high school graduate or equivalent, have basic computer skills, abilsigned districts.
ity to send and receive e-mails as required and knowledgeable of social media.
• Comply collectively and individually with all the laws of the State of Texas. • Must attain a Texas Insurance License and Fraternal Insurance Counselor (FIC)
• Perform all tasks and duties set forth in the Fraternal’s Constitution and By
designation upon 18 months of taking office and be responsible for keeping its
laws and Rules and Regulations.
status current; be knowledgeable of life insurance basics, concepts, plans and
• Make prudent decisions for the growth, stability and security of the Fraternal.
applications.
• Have discussion and voting rights in all matters concerning the business of the • Must be able to travel independently and attend KJZT Family Life meetings
Fraternal.
as required, including evening and weekend meetings.
• Must be able to be bonded.

State Directors -

In addition to their duties and responsibilities as delineated under the Board of
Directors Duties, they shall also have the following duties and responsibilities:
• Attend at least one meeting per year in each society of the districts assigned

If you are interested in applying for a State Director position, please call the State Office at 1.888.253.2338
or send an email to info@kjzt.org.

A Prayer to End COVID-19

By Father Gary Janak, KJZT State Chaplain
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Healer, we join with all our brothers and sisters in KJZT Family Life in asking You to end the
pandemic we are experiencing. Please guard and protect us from the coronavirus.
For all who have died from it, have mercy on their souls; for those infected, bring healing. Enlighten those searching for
ways to treat it and for a vaccine to protect us from it. Lord, protect, strengthen, and shield our medical professionals and
all caregivers. Help us to do our part to be patient and cooperative, so that the coronavirus can be eradicated from our communities and throughout the world. When afraid, grant us peace; when in doubt, deepen our faith.
May your Divine Mercy be with us. May we, as members of KJZT Family Life, be effective witnesses to our faith and daily
surrender to your Divine Love. Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole
world. Amen.
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Sales Highlights

As we continue to live in these unprecedented times, the KJZT Family Life Sales Team
continues to provide a boost to those they
serve by the business they write and service
they provide. At KJZT Family Life, we continue our legacy of protecting our loved ones
by insuring them through our affordable life
insurance. Agents continue to generate relationships by getting involved Fraternal-wide
with members, parishes, and societies. Our
Sales Team continues to grow with valued
By Deborah Kaspar,
and committed agents ready to service the
Sales and Events Manager
members and potential members as we build
a better tomorrow for the Fraternal. The Sales Team continues to meet virtually
each month and individually as needed. Agents also continue to conduct business virtually as they work hard towards a strong fourth quarter finish.
If you have ever thought of needing LIFE INSURANCE, the time is now. What
better gift to give during this holiday season than by continuing your legacy,
taking care of the ones you love? Our whole life insurance product has coverage
that remains level and guaranteed (subject to required premiums paid) all the
way to age 100. Whole Life is long recognized as one of the most secure financial tools you can have. Call us today to learn more about your existing coverage
and about the whole life products we can offer you.
We are ready and excited for the opportunity to gather at Fraternal events with
you again. Until that time, know that you and your families are in our thoughts
and prayers to remain safe. Let us know if there is anything the Sales and Events
Department can do for you as we enter 2021.

Congratulations!
October - Annualized Premium Leader: John McDermott

November - Annualized Premium Leader and New Member Leader:
John McDermott

Featured Agents: Theresa Plsek and Art Velarde

Theresa Plsek has been a member of St. Ludmila’s
KJZT Society No. 11 West for over 70 years where
she has served as Secretary and a Sales Representative for the past 17 years. She was instrumental in
forming the junior division in 1994. She has been a
delegate to the last five conventions and enjoys visiting with all the wonderful ladies. Theresa is also a
member of the Altar Society, the Church of The Assumption choir and has served as Assistant Director of Westfest for many years.
She retired in 2008 from Muska Ins. Agency after 43 years.
Theresa and her husband, Robert, live in Lacy Lakeview, Texas and they will
be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary in June, 2021. They have two
grown children, Rob and Tonya, and five grandsons. Their family is 100% KJZT
members. She enjoys going to her grandsons sport events, spending time with
her family and friends, polka music and visiting those in the nursing homes. She
and her husband also enjoy going on cruises.

Art Velarde lives in San Antonio and has been an agent
for KJZT for two years. He has over 20 years of experience in the insurance industry helping individuals
and families find financial security through life insurance.
He is a graduate of both Central Catholic High
School and St. Mary’s University School of Business
in San Antonio. Marinist educated in his youth, he was
instilled with a strong sense of spiritual values of generosity and social responsibility.
A former member of Toastmasters International, he participated in forming a local club of experienced and novice members of the business community with the
goal of developing public speaking and leadership skills.
He is a wine and spirits enthusiast who enjoys studying the history and product
development of international brands. His leisure time is spent with family in the
great outdoors and he enjoys home garden and landscape projects.
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XXXVI Regular General Convention Contest: Drive for Life
Refer us to your Family and Friends for a chance to win $100!
Contest Rules:
• Agents, State Officers, Staff and Directors and any members of their households are not eligible for prize drawings.
• Winners must agree to have their names and likenesses used in KJZT ads and
promotions.
• Members should contact anyone they refer and advise them an agent will be
contacting them offering KJZT life insurance and annuity products. If KJZT finds
that a member is submitting names without advising the referral beforehand,
that member will be declared ineligible. Rules are administered through the
KJZT State Office and can be changed at any time.
• Contest will run January 1 - June 30, 2021.

You are entered one time for every referral you send in, whether the person
joins KJZT or not! All we ask is that you make sure the person you are recommending is aware that we will be calling to invite them to be part of our
Fraternal! Who can you recommend? KJZT membership is open to everyone no
matter what their religious status is. Remember, the more people you recommend, the better your chances of winning! All qualified entries count! For more
information, call the State Office or go to www.kjzt.org.
A Qualified Referral is a family member, friend and/or acquaintance that you
have referred to the KJZT Family Life Sales Department. The person you are
referring must be aware that an agent will be contacting them about joining
KJZT Family Life. The referral will be given to a KJZT agent to set up an appointment. All referrals must be submitted to the State Office. Every qualified referral
submitted will be entered into our drawing!
Five $100 Gift Cards will be awarded.

Life Insurance For Everyone

KJZT Family Life XXXVI Regular General Convention Contest: Drive for Life
I would like to refer

						

You can contact this prospective member at: Phone (
Mailing address of prospective member
I,

to the Sales Department of KJZT Family Life.

)

Email

			

, can be reached at: Phone (

I am a member of Society (No. and Name)

			
)

Email
		

.

o This individual is aware that KJZT Family Life will be contacting them.
KJZT Family Life

PO Box 18896, Austin, TX 78760

1-888-253-2338

info@kjzt.org

www.kjzt.org
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Get Ready to Take
the Covid-19 Vaccine
By Dr. Ralph Wagner, Medical Adviser

Now’s the time to get ready to take the Covid-19 vaccine. An effective vaccine will
likely be approved at the time of publication
or shortly thereafter. Preliminary results of
the vaccine trials suggest a 90% effectiveness.
This is great news and what the medical community has been anticipating for months!
Along with the medical testing trials for
safety and effectiveness, companies have
been actually producing large quantities of
the vaccine to quickly distribute it once approved. The speed of vaccine development, clinical trials, and manufacturing
is unprecedented. This dramatic response to a worldwide pandemic causing so
much disease and death, I believe is truly a blessing!
The vaccine will most likely be given in two injections, several weeks apart.
Most medical discussions suggest that health care personnel and those at high
risk for complicated disease will be first in line to receive the vaccine. Widespread availability of the vaccine might be early to mid-2021. Exact timelines
are not yet known, but no doubt the news will be trumpeted loudly with strong
encouragement promoting the vaccine. The vaccine will likely be available at
little or no cost.
Since a vaccine works by priming the immune system, it will not be unexpected to feel some side effects. Initial reports of flu-like side effects include
soreness or redness at the site of injection, fatigue, even fever and headaches.
These effects are evidence of the vaccine actually working, priming the immune system to produce antibodies to protect against the virus. Compared to
the potential serious complications of the disease, including hospitalization, the
trade-off is in favor of taking the vaccine.
It is thought that full protection may take up to a month even though the data
from Pfizer showed 90% efficacy seven days after the second dose. After getting vaccinated there will still be a need to take precautions like wearing masks,
social distancing, and washing hands since it will take some time to get a large
number of the population immunized.
It is understood that many people will be skeptical of the vaccine or fear the
potential side effects of the vaccine. This seems to happen with most all vaccines. Some historical precedence might help argue in favor of taking the vaccine for Covid-19. A safe and effective vaccine for small pox made that disease
the first viral illness to be eradicated from the face of the earth. The successful
polio vaccine has virtually eliminated this disease also, except for a handful of
cases in remote areas of the world that refuse or cannot access the vaccine. Meningiococcus (meningitis), measles, and chicken pox are more examples of very
successful vaccines that have saved countless individuals who took the vaccines
great suffering and even death.
It is my hope and prayer that a safe and effective vaccine is made available
soon and that people consider the great potential to prevent disease and death
from the coronavirus by getting immunized!
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Calendar of Events

December 24 - 28

The State Office will be closed for the Christmas holidays.

December 27

Feast Day of the Holy Family. “Lord, you intended for the Holy Family to be
an example for all, and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes. May we,
like them, be able to live according to the family virtues and stand united by the
strength of Your love before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house.
Amen.”

December 31 and January 1

The State Office will be closed in observance of New Year’s Day.

January 31 - February 6

Catholic Schools Week: An annual celebration of Catholic education in the
United States. See the next page for more details and how you and your Society
can participate.
“Lord our God, in your wisdom and love you surround us with the mysteries
of the universe. Send your Spirit upon these students and fill them with your
wisdom and blessings. Grant that they may devote themselves to their studies
and draw ever closer to you, the source of all knowledge. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.”

February 6

The Czech Ex-Students Association of Texas (CESAT) will hold its annual
meeting on Saturday, February 6, 2021 at 10 a.m. virtually (online). Please contact CESAT President Thadious Polasek for information regarding membership
at polasek29@gmail.com or Vice President Brad Masek at bradmasek@gmail.
com.
If you wish to attend online in real time from the comfort and safety of your
home, contact either: Thadious Polasek at polasek29@gmail.com, Jane Reynolds at janereyn@austin.rr.com or Sandra Morkovsky at smshiner@sbcglobal.
net at least 4 days prior to the meeting.

March 1

Catholic School Tuition Benefit Applications will be available online. For those
who qualify, this is an annual benefit that will provide 100 grants of $125 each
to students attending Catholic Schools. See the next page for qualifications and
requirements.

March 1

Applications for KJZT Scholarships are due to the State Office. Junior members
may request an application by emailing info@kjzt.org. See page 16 for more
information on applying guidelines.

KJZT Family Life Journal
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SUPPORTS

November/December 2020

Page 9

KJZT Family Life
Catholic School Tuition Benefit
KJZT Family Life supports Catholic Schools and believes that all children
should have access to a Catholic education. To aid in this, KJZT Family
Life offers a Catholic School Tuition Benefit for KJZT members who
qualify. This is an annual benefit that will provide 100 grants of $125
each to students attending Catholic Schools. See below for guidelines.
Other rules and restrictions may apply.
• The Catholic School Student must be a KJZT Family Life member
with life insurance for at least one year.

National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual celebration of Catholic
education in the United States. Now entering its 47th anniversary year, CSW
is traditionally held the last week in January. From January 31 to February 6,
2021, the National Catholic Educational Association will host the traditional
Celebrate Catholic Schools Week. Schools typically observe the week with
Masses, assemblies and other activities for students, families, parishioners and
community members to celebrate and congratulate. This year’s theme is Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.
Part of the mission of KJZT Family Life is to be committed to strengthening its
members lives through Catholic faith and community service. Join us in showing your local Catholic school that KJZT Family Life supports them.
In 2020, we had seven societies participate in Catholic Schools Week and we
want more in 2021! Society No. 31 La Grange prepared a gift for each student
and staff member at Sacred Heart Catholic School in La Grange. Society No. 6
Bryan brought coffee and kolaches to the St. Joseph Catholic School teachers
and staff. They were also presented with the new KJZT brochures, note pads
and pens. Society No. 101 Victoria took kolaches to the teachers and pencils
for the students to Our Lady of Victory Catholic School. Society No. 53 Wied
took desserts to St. Paul and Sacred Heart Schools, and also donated desserts to
a supper held at St. Paul for Catholic Schools Week.
There are lots of ways to show your neighborhood Catholic School that they
have the support of KJZT Family Life. COVID-19 brought many changes to a
normal school day this year. In addition to all of the great ideas listed above,
consider adding on a purchase of hand sanitizer, cleaning products, or extra
school supplies. Let’s thank our Catholic School teachers and staff while also
providing them with the now necessary tools to conduct a safe school day for
everyone.
Discuss at your next meeting if your Society would like to celebrate Catholic
Schools Week with us. You can do any of the above activities or celebrate with
your own ideas. Call the State Office to let us know your Society would like to
participate!
Send us a picture and story about how you and your Society celebrated your
local Catholic School so we can publish it and share it with the publications of
your Diocese. We look forward to hearing about your project ideas!

• The student must be enrolled in a Catholic School,
grades K-12, in the Fall of 2021.
• Students will be chosen through a random selection process.
• Benefits will be paid directly to the Catholic School.
• Parents/Guardians will need to complete and submit the
Application and Student Verification Form that will be available
online on March 1, 2021.
• Completed applications and verification forms will be due to the
State Office by May 31, 2021.

Prayer Intentions of Pope Francis
DECEMBER 2020
Intention for evangelization ‐ For a life of prayer
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by
the Word of God and a life of prayer.
JANUARY 2021
Intention for evangelization ‐ Human fraternity
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our
brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open
to all.
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Society Spotlight
No. 30 East Bernard

No. 118 Taft

The KJZT St. Anne’s Society, No. 30 East Bernard, purchased Thanksgiving goodies to be distributed to members in the East Bernard community.
Society officers got the boxes together and the boxes of food were delivered on
Tuesday, November 24th before Thanksgiving. The families that received the
goodies were so appreciative and happy to get them. Pictured below is Society
Secretary Julia Kubes with recipients.

The KJZT Holy Family Society, No. 118 Taft, continued its support of
the Mother Theresa Shelter that serves the homeless in Corpus Christi, Texas.
The Society provided sides of dressing, green beans, mashed potatoes and gravy
for the Annual Thanksgiving Feast at the shelter. The Society would like to
thank the Butter Churn Restaurant in Sinton for helping them in this endeavor.
Pictured below are Society Officers making the delivery.

Pictured (L to R) are Victor Tichacek and Julia
Kubes.

Pictured (L to R) are Loretta Marshall and Julia
Kubes.

Pictured (L to R) are Warren Phipps - Executive Director of Catholic Charities in Corpus Christi, Sister
Rency Moonjay - Director of the Mother Theresa Shelter, a shelter volunteer, Society Vice-President
Ervin Polasek and Society Secretary Sarah Ring.

No. 31 La Grange
Pictured (L to R) are Gene Karasek and Julia
Kubes.

Pictured (L to R) are Fred Fojtik and Julia Kubes.

The Society donated one “basket” to the St. Mark’s Medical Center Annual
Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive for The Family Crisis Center that services
Fayette, Lee, Bastrop, and Colorado counties.

What a wonderful way to
show the community that
their local KJZT Societies
care about them!
Way to go!
Pictured (L to R) are Julia Kubes and Carolyn
Pilcik. Carolyn has been a member of KJZT for
over 50 years.

Pictured (L to R) are Otillie Matocha, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, Vice President Joy Kovar, Dorothy
Janacek, Barbara Brauner, Pat Wagner, Ben Chovanec, Rose Recek, and President Elizabeth Kallus.
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a work project,
2 Hallettsville As
16 Ennis
the Society supplied Sacred Heart School with water, paper towels,
gloves and cleaning wipes that were needed due to
the pandemic. Mary Ann Janca and Mary Ann Pavliska were the KJZT members present for the delivery of the donations. Several students helped unload
the items.

Society
30 East Bernard The
participated in

the KJZT Family Life Covid-19 Parish Bonus Donations that went to local parishes to help with financial struggles incurred due to the pandemic. St.
Anne’s Society received a check for $1,000 to give
to the parishes of their choice. They decided to give
to their three local parishes so that would include
all their members. A donation of $250 was given to
Holy Family of Wharton, another donation of $250
was given to St. John’s of Hungerford and $500 was
given to Holy Cross of East Bernard. The money
given was asked to go toward the Bazaar fund.

The Society made a donation to
be used to buy candy for the St.
John’s Trunk or Treat program. The church prepared
bags to be passed out through a drive-thru after the
5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, October 31st.

convention at their first 2021 quarterly meeting.
Information was received from the new Czech
Catholics Foundation of Texas and the Saints Cyril
and Methodius Endowment Fund. A motion was
made to send $50.00 to the foundation.
As previously announced, all Societies who earned
a Fraternal Status in 2019 will be considered a “Platinum Status” Society for the year 2020. The 2020
Christmas Gift from the Fraternal to any member
studying for the religious life was discussed.
The Society’s People Helping People Community
Project was a success. Due to Covid-19, the blood
drive was limited. Sixty-four units were donated.
Members supplied homemade cookies to the donors
and a meal was served to the technicians.
A motion was made and passed to donate a $25.00
Pictured (L to R) are Fr. John Dick and Society Treasurer Stephanie Matous.
HEB gift card to the Junior Raffle. A Fatima Rosary
The Society made a donation of was held on this day in La Grange. Several mem$1,000 to Blessed Sacrament Cath- bers attended and prayed the Rosary. A report was
made on the KJZT traveling rosary. Society memolic Church.
bers were reminded about the Junior members having a Feeding Families Across Texas food drive on
November 25th thru 27th. A People Helping People
Parish Project was discussed. Members decided to
sponsor a Chicken Noodle Soup and Bake Sale Fundraiser to be held in January 2021.
The attending prize was won by Father Bob Knippenberg. The meeting closed with a prayer.

40 Poth

members gathered at
43 Ganado Society
Assumption of the Blessed
Pictured (L to R) are Frances Hosek, Pastor Father Damian Jaje,
and Diane Pape.

October 10th, the So23 Hostyn On
ciety’s annual meeting was

Virgin Mary Catholic Church to recite the Rosary
in October.

held. President Lillian Kallus called the meeting to
order and led the opening prayer and the Pledge of
Allegiance to the United States and Texas flags. Secretary Verlene Kuntschik read the minutes from the
August 15th meeting. Treasurer Helen Janda gave
the financial report. There were 11 CEF enrollments
since the last meeting. Secretary Verlene Kuntschik
Pictured at Holy Cross Church is President Angeline Grigar, Rev- gave a report from the State KJZT monthly newsletters: A convention packet was received. Society No. Pictured (L to R) are Helen Andel, Society President Cecilia
erend Charles E. Otsiwah, and Secretary Julia Kubes.
French, Paulette Petrash, Frances Vesely, LouAnn Tupa, and
23 will elect their delegates for the July 2021 regular Mildred Johnson.
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Society held
44 Moravia The
Bake/Bake Sale

a Noduring
the month of April for their People Helping People
Community Fundraiser. They collected $960.00
from members and friends of their society. The State
Office matched fifty percent of the amount raised
and all proceeds were divided amongst the Hallettsville Fire Department, the Moulton Fire Department
and the Schulenburg Fire Department.

November/December 2020

Society sponsored a 2020 PubThe Guardian Angels
4 Praha The
114
Houston
lic Square Rosary Crusade to Our
Society No. 114 have
Lady of Fatima on Saturday, October 10th at 10 a.m.
in front of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Catholic Church in Praha. In attendance were
KJZT Society members, officers, and parishioners
of Praha, Flatonia, and Cistern church parishes.

had a busy Fall. In late September, the Society sponsored the plant booth for the St. Jerome’s Catholic
Church Drive-By Festival. They were able to raise
almost $2,000. In October, they held their Fall Bake
Sale raising almost $1,000. They also completed a
project where they distributed bottles of Holy Water
that were blessed by Society Chaplain Msgr. Dan
Scheel to the parishioners of St. Jerome’s.

Pictured (L to R) are some of the attendees including Frances
Kubenka, Loretta Kutac, Secretary Nancy Jasek, Josie Kubenka,
Treasurer Patricia Masek, and President Georgia Cerny.
Presenting a check for $480 to the Hallettsville Fire Department
Chief, Stephen Grahmann, is Dorothy Henke, Society Secretary.

Society made a
44 Moravia The
$100.00 donation to the

Society donat124 Texas City The
ed $400 to the St.

Vincent de Paul food pantry. They were very happy.

Lavaca County Senior Citizen Program. The purpose of the program is to provide meals to those in
need.

Pictured with the bottles of Holy Water is Society Chaplain Msgr.
Dan Scheel.
Pictured presenting the check amongst St. Vincent de Paul members are President Hattie Houdek, Rose Ellis, and Emilie Sefcik.

111 Edna
Pictured (L to R) are Society Secretary Dorothy Henke, and Lavaca County Senior Citizen Coordinator, Becky Jasek Janak.

United Way.

The Society donated their Fraternal 100 Project check to

Society gave their CO65 Holman The
VID-19 Parish Bonus Do-

nation of $1,000 to St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church.

The Universal KJZT Family Life
Prayer Day is the first Sunday
of each month.
Please offer a prayer for all
KJZT Family Life members and
each other’s intentions.

Pictured accepting the donation from Society Treasurer Georgia
Orsak is Kay Koop, Executive Director.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Dawsyn Guentert and Paisley Guentert. Pictured (L to R in back) are Ann Marie Dobecka, Linda Besetzny holding Harper Guentert and Janie Neiser presenting the
check to Eunice Brosch, Administrative Assistant to Rev. Tim Kosler of St. Wenceslaus.
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37 Hochheim

port, bills were approved for payment, and Secretary
Marilyn Kothmann read thank you cards and shared
news from the State KJZT monthly newsletters.
The Clerical Endowment Fund enrollments report
by Vice President Joy Kovar showed six special
birthdays, a 50th anniversary, eight sympathies,
welcome to Fr. Brian Phillips, four 75-year pin recipients, and twenty-six enrollments by individuals.
The three deceased members were remembered with
Mass intentions. Motion carried to include enrolling
a members’ brother-in-law and sister-in-law in the
CEF when they pass away. Kallus gave the publicity
report and Eilert the KJZT Traveling Unity Rosary
report.
Membership year pins for 2020 had been hand
delivered and mailed. There were four 75-year and
Members pictured with Father Matthew are Tommy Wenzel, Janet eleven 50-year pin recipients.
Zabransky, Pauline Kloesel, Roberta Wenzel, Joyce Word, and
The People Helping People Community Projects of
Beni Gerdes.
donating a Thanksgiving Food Basket and a ChristOn October 31st, the Society mas Stocking to local projects was finalized.
For the year 2021, the current officers were represented a check to Linda
elected;
the annual feast day Mass for the intenOltman for the AMEN food pantry.
tion of living and deceased members will be at the
5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, March 13th at Sacred
Heart Church; the Quarterly Meeting dates will be
February 11th, May 13th, August 19th, and November 11th; and the Society will take part in Catholic
Schools Week at Sacred Heart School in La Grange.
State Director Donna Janda was unable to attend
but sent reminders of upcoming events and best
wishes for Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Attendance prize was won by Ben Chovanec and
the meeting closed with the Memorare prayer.

On Sunday, September 20th, members of
No. 37 Hochheim presented the proceeds of their
Bakeless Bake Sale to Father Matthew Huehlefeld.
The fundraiser was held this summer for the benefit
of St. Ann Church.

23 Hostyn

The Society donated one “basket” to the St. Mark’s Medical
Center Annual Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive for The Family
Crisis Center that services Fayette, Lee, Bastrop, and Colorado
counties. Pictured (L to R) are Otillie Matocha, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, Vice President Joy Kovar, Dorothy Janacek, Barbara
Brauner, Pat Wagner, Ben Chovanec, Rose Recek, and President
Elizabeth Kallus.

KJZT and
30 East Bernard The
KJT
Annual

Memorial Mass was held on November 10, 2020 at
Holy Cross Church in East Bernard. Families attend
to honor and show their respect by lighting a candle
for their deceased family member. The candles were
lit for the deceased members of Society No. 30 St.
Anne and Society No. 40 St. Wenceslaus. The Mass
was beautifully presented by Society Chaplain Rev.
Charles E. Otsiwah.

Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Verlene Kuntschik, Treasurer
Helen Janda, Linda Oltman representing AMEN food pantry, Society Chaplain Rev. Bob Knippenberg, President Lillian Kallus, and
State Director Donna Janda.

31 La Grange The
sary

111th Anniverof Society No.
31 took place in November 2020; and on November 12th their annual meeting was held at 4 p.m. in
the narthex meeting room at Sacred Heart Church.
President Elizabeth Kallus called the meeting to order and led opening prayers, especially remembering three members who had passed away since the
prior quarterly meeting - Emily Cernoch, Sandra Tomanec, and James Stolle.
The pledges to the U.S. and Texas flags were recited, reading of the August 20th meeting minutes
was dispensed, Treasurer Barbara Eilert filed her re-

Pictured is the altar decorated with flowers and candles for all the
deceased members.

The next issue's deadline
is January 13th.
The Society took part in the La Grange Stocking Project for Christmas 2020 donating their stocking for the Fayette County Sheriff’s
Department. Pictured (L to R) are Otillie Matocha, Treasurer Barbara Eilert, Vice President Joy Kovar, Dorothy Janacek, Secretary
Marilyn Kothmann, Barbara Brauner, Pat Wagner, Rose Recek,
and Ben Chovanec.

Please send your submissions by email
to info@kjzt.org or by mail to:
Pam Strickland, Editor, PO Box 18896,
Austin, TX 78760.
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Adult and Junior members
The Assumption Society
30 East Bernard Awas presentation
85
Damon
65
Holman
made to
prepared seafarers boxes.
took 139 pounds of food

Reverend Charles E. Otsiwah, St. Anne’s Society
Chaplain, for funds given to St. Teresa’s Seminary
in Elmina, Ghana. This is Rev. Charles’ Alma Mater
that he attended during his younger days. He began
his priesthood studies at the age of 13. The funds
will be used to help young seminarians with expenses they incur during their studies.

donations to AMEN food pantry in La Grange.

Pictured are Patsy Maroul, Caroline Jetton, Gretchen Jetton,
Frankie Maroul, Carol Buchta, Clayton Pavlicek, Christopher Pavlicek, Susan Pavlicek, Adriana Lindstrom, and Julia Mueck with
her granddaughter, Lydia Hagan.

and Junior members
85 Damon Adult
presented a $300 check to

Bayou Boys to buy items to use for the meals that
they cook for lunches for the hurricane victims. The
owner, Joel Barrios, takes volunteers that help him
feed up to 2,000 people. He has done this two times
and is ready to make one more trip.

37 Hochheim

On Tuesday, NovemOn Sunday, October 11, 2020,
ber 24th, No. 37, the
Holy Family Society joined mil- Hochheim Society, made a monetary Thanksgiving
lions of people around the United States by partici- donation to Carolyn Strong for the Yoakum Food
pating in Rosary Coast to Coast by praying a Rosary Bank.
for the country and their church. Both Junior and
adult members led over 30 coastal bend Catholics
in a simplified patriotic Rosary. Colby Custer and
State Director Betty Vacek led the first decade of
the Rosary.

118 Taft
Pictured (L to R) are Secretary Julia Kubes, Society Chaplain
Reverend Charles E. Otsiwah, and Treasurer Donna Vacek.

Pictured (L to R) are Lori Leer and Janie Neiser with the Thanksgiving food donations.

Pictured with Carolyn Strong are KJZT members Rose Mary Havlik, Roberta Wenzel, and Thomas Wenzel.

69 Smithville

Pictured are Alex Adams, Caroline Jetton, the manager, Claire
Jetton, and Patricia Maroul.

The Society met at the
Zetka home for their
3rd meeting on November 16th. The meeting started
Pictured in front are junior members Blake Custer, Allie Custer,
at approximately 6:00 p.m. with the blessing of the
Caroline Ring, and Colby Custer. Pictured (L to R in back) are
Catherine Mokry, Genevieve Malott, Thelma Munoz, Sarah Ring food. Members in attendance were: State Director
holding Heidi Ring, Kim Polasek, Janiece Pustejovsky, Bob Ma- Donna Janda, Kathy Karisch, Betty Blaha, Rebecca
lott, and State Director Betty Vacek.
Dawson, Carmen Hoskins, Elizabeth Kahanek, Kathie Gail Courtemanche, and Tracey Zetka. Guests
were: John Blaha, Gene Hoskins, Mike Kahanek,
and Norman Zetka.
After dinner, President Katherine Karisch called
the meeting to order followed by prayers and the
Pledge of Allegiance. Kathy welcomed everyone
and thanked Tracey Zetka for hosting the meeting. Secretary Zetka said the minutes of the June
25, 2020 meeting had been emailed to all active
members. Elizabeth Kahanek made the motion to

Merry Christmas to all of our
hard-working Society Officers
and members!
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dispense with the reading of the minutes; Rebecca
Dawson second the motion, and the motion carried.
Treasurer Rebecca gave her Financial Report. Motion made by Elizabeth Kahanek to accept the Financial Report, second by Tracey Zetka, and motion
carried. Treasurer Rebecca gave the receipts for the
Community Project (Christmas Basket) and Charity of Choice Project (Smithville Towers Nursing
Home) to the Secretary.
State Director Donna Janda reported that Society No. 20 Cistern would host the District Social
for 2021. The KJZT Family Life XXXVI Regular
General Convention would be held on July 23-July
25, 2021 in Austin. The State Office will be enrolling all members of KJZT Family Life in the Clerical Endowment Fund. Scholarship applications are
available from the State Office. She encouraged the
Society to support Catholic Schools Week in 2021.
Sunday, December 27, is the Feast Day of the Holy
Family. The State Office wants each Society to participate in observing this special day. Sr. Rebecca,
who worked in Africa for a number of years is now
back in the states. She has started a project in Victoria, Texas called Promise Pointe. They build homes
for homeless people.
Secretary Tracey reported: In July, all Society Presidents were informed that KJZT Family Life would
be making a bonus $1,000 donation to the parish of
the Society’s choice. There were seven members
who attended the 6:30 p.m. Mass on September 1st
and after Mass, Kathy presented a check to Fr. Bernard. In August, the Society had a Mass on August
15 for the living and deceased members of the Society. In September, due to COVID-19, all Societies
who earned a Fraternal Status in 2019 will be considered a “Platinum Status” Society for 2020. The November packet will include Society Officers Contact
Information form in a different format. In October,
it was a month to pray, to celebrate, and to support.
October was Holy Rosary month, Czech Heritage
Month, and Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Let us
all take the time to pause and reflect on our faith, our
heritage, and our health. Anne Wick emailed us asking if our Society wanted to donate to the 2021 Junior
Raffle. All officers were contacted and all agreed to
again donate to the KJZT Junior Raffle. Treasurer
Rebecca mailed a check ($50.00) to the State Office.
In November, Kathie Gail Courtemanche and Kathy
Karisch presented to Kayna Crim, Activity Director
of Smithville Towers Nursing Home, a check in the

amount of $100. This was to be used to purchase
refreshments for the residents. Due to COVID-19,
the Towers could not hold a raffle as a fundraiser. A
gift basket that contained items to be used as gifts
at Christmas for Towers residents was also given.
As part of the Feeding Families program, a check
for $200 was presented to Judy Evanicky, Director
of the Smithville Food Panty. Betty Blaha and Kathy
Karisch will be the delegates and Kathie Gail Courtemanche and Rebecca Dawson are the alternates
to attend the convention. Bio and Credential forms
were given to respective delegates and alternates for
completion.
President Kathy asked for nominations for officers
for 2021. Elizabeth Kahanek made the motion that
we accept the present officers by acclamation if they
were willing to serve. Carmen Hoskins second the
motion. Motion carried. Society members decided
they would not have a Christmas party this year due
to COVID-19. Vice President Betty led the group
in closing prayers for the deceased members of our
Society. The meeting was adjourned to enjoy the
desserts the members had brought.
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Society held a
3 St. Mary’s The
People Helping People

Community Fundraiser for the St. Nicholas Ministry
of Lavaca County. They held a bake sale at the end
of October. Along with monetary donations from
members and matching funds from the State Office,
the Society was able to present a check for $1,435 to
the Ministry. The St. Nicholas Ministry helps needy
children, their families and the elderly during the
Christmas season. They’ve helped over 200 families
annually with gifts of food, blankets, Bibles, toys
and personal items.

Pictured (L to R) are Dorothy Schneider, Deberah Konvicka, Doris
Janak, and Jennifer Janik.

at St. Mary’s Catholic
11 West Students
School in West collected over

Pictured at left (L to R) are Kathie Gail Courtemanche, Activity
Director at Towers Kayna Crim, and Kathy Karisch. Pictured at
right (L to R) are Kathie Gail Courtemanche, Kayna Crim, and
Kathy Karisch.

Pictured (L to R) in front are Tracey Zetka, Kathy Karisch, Food
Pantry Director Judy Evanicky, and Betty Blaha. Pictured in back
are volunteers of the Smithville Food Pantry.

1,200 items for the Church of the Assumption Food
Pantry, which is sponsored by the KJZT Society No.
11. The items were presented by the 8th graders after Mass on Thursday, November 19th to the KJZT
members.

Pictured (L to R in front) are Caitlyn Divin, Grace Watson, Hadley Hoffman, Coy Klish, Mason Warren, Dolores Sykora, Agnes
Lamere and Angie Hovde. Pictured (L to R in back) are Katy Bernsen, Abigail Neill, Kera Kaluza, Macario Vallejo, Raydin Sykora,
Beau Smotherman, Caleb Gerik, Betty Kostecka, Diana Blakley,
Theresa Plsek and Lillian Bohannon.
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46 Corpus Christi

The Society
made
donations of $500 each to three parishes in Corpus Christi, Texas from the St. Veronica Society
Treasury funds. The recipients were Saint John the
Baptist Catholic Church, Saints Cyril & Methodius
Catholic Church, and Saint Philip the Apostle Catholic Church. All three parishes were very grateful to
receive the donation.

Pictured (L to R) are Society Secretary Thelma Munoz and Father
Rodolfo D. Vasquez. Father Vasquez is the Pastor of Saint John
the Baptist Catholic Church in Corpus Christi.

Pictured (L to R) are Society Secretary Thelma Munoz and Father
James Vasquez. Father James Vasquez is the Pastor of Saints
Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church in Corpus Christi.

Pictured (L to R) are Society Secretary Thelma Munoz, Father
Alfredo Villarreal and Society President Catherine Mokry. Father
Alfredo Villarreal is the Pastor of Saint Philip the Apostle Catholic
Church in Corpus Christi.

6 Bryan

Several members and guest of
KJZT No. 6 in Bryan attended
the RED-C Catholic Radio Annual Benefit Dinner
on the evening of November 12, 2020, at the Brazos Center in Bryan. The theme of the event was
“DRINKING WITH THE SAINTS.” The St. Elizabeth Society was honored with two of the highest
sponsor tables, donating at the $1,000-and-above
level through their recent “No-Bake Bake Sale” fraternal project. The event program prominently listed
KJZT FAMILY LIFE St. Elizabeth Society KJZT
No. 6, as a main sponsor.
Following the opening prayer, a delicious dinner of
chicken and pork with potatoes and green beans was
served, along with complimentary glasses of wine
and beer to go along with the theme. All tables sat
five each so as to socially distance during this time
of the COVID-19 virus. All tables were decorated
with cards depicting a certain saint, like St. Corona
(Feast May 14), along with a cocktail recipe on the
back of the card. Each table also had several different types of drinking glasses, which the participants
were invited to take home with them. KJZT cards of
the Prayer to End COVID-19 were also available for
anyone to take.
The State of the Station and Vision and Mission
of RED-C (Religious Education for the Domestic Church) Catholic Radio reports were given by
Dennis Macha, President and Thaddeus Romansky,
General Manager. The mission of RED-C Catholic
Radio (KEDC 88.5 FM) is to empower families to
develop spiritually and to grow in holiness. RED-C
studios operate through offices at St. Mary’s Catholic Center in College Station. In the near future,
RED-C will be broadcasting KJZT FAMILY LIFE
ads that Liz Zemanek and the State Office have
collaborated on together. St. Gabriel the Archangel
is the patron saint of radio broadcasters, so have
a drink in his honor while you listen and pray for
RED-C!
The main speaker for the evening was Dr. Michael
Foley, a Catholic who has been teaching in the Great
Texts Program at Baylor University since 2004. He
is the author of several books, including Drinking
with the Saints: the Sinner’s Guide to a Happy Holy
Hour.
All during the dinner, door prizes pertaining to the
theme were awarded. The event was very informative, enlightening, and joyous for all those pres-
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ent. You could tell everyone was glad to be able to
get out and mingle a bit. Article submitted by: Liz
Zemanek, Secretary and Reporter No. 6 Bryan

Pictured (L to R) are Mel Hall, Linda Stetz, Liz Zemanek, Linda
Holubec, Loretta Lanicek, Pam Stetz and Mary Ann Bell. Not pictured are Lorraine Roesler, Carl Roesler, and Ramona Roesler.

Applications
for Student Scholarships now
available and due March 1, 2021.
KJZT Family Life is pleased to announce
that scholarship applications for the year
2021 are now available. Students must submit a written request for an application in
one of the following ways:
Mail: PO Box 18896,
Austin, TX 78760
Fax: 512.444.6887
Email: info@kjzt.org
To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a member in good standing for at least one year. Scholarships are
available to high school graduates who
are planning to attend college and current
college students. The Fraternal also offers
scholarships to members who are planning to attend or are currently attending
a technical or vocational school full-time.
Any questions, contact the State Office at
1.888.253.2338.
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from Holy Family SociSociety Juniors
118 Taft Juniors
12
Sweet
Home
ety, filled and labeled 500 Holy
once again doWater bottles to be given out since Holy Water is
no longer available at the entrance of churches. The
bottles were distributed to: Holy Family Church,
Taft; Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Portland;
and Sacred Heart Church, Sinton.

held a discussion on why the Memorare is said and
how important the Blessed Virgin Mary is to the
nated to the St. Nicholas Ministry this year. This is Fraternal.
the 33rd Anniversary of the St. Nicholas Ministry
serving needy children, their families, and elderly
persons at Christmas with boxes of food, new toys
for young children, blankets and other needed items
to some 200 families. This year was really hard with
COVID-19 for so many families that lost their jobs
or became ill. Accepting the donation was Msgr.
John Peters of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Hallettsville, a representative of the St. Nicholas Ministry. He thanked the Juniors and told them to keep up
the wonderful work they do.
Pictured (L to R in front) are Kenzie Kurtz, Kayla Kurtz, and Alex
Jurena. Pictured (L to R in back) are Jerry Kurtz, State Director
Joyce Kurtz, Madelyn Kurtz, Atalanta Summers, Autumn Summers, Darren Jurena, and Junior Director Diane Jurena. Photo by
Shelley Summers.

Pictured are Hannah and Hailey Crawford helping to fill Holy Water bottles.

Pictured (L to R) are Autumn Summers, Darren Jurena, Alex Jurena, Junior Director Diane Jurena, Msgr. Peters, Kayla Kurtz,
Kenzie Kurtz, State Director Joyce Kurtz, Madelyn Kurtz, and
Atalanta Summers.

12 Sweet Home
Pictured is Allie Custer who helped with this project by opening
the bottles before they could be filled.

Pictured are Colby and Blake Custer, with their mom, Anna-Junior
Director, as they label bottles with the KJZT Family Life stickers.

The
Juniors
chose to clean the
Koerth Catholic Cemetery as a work project for the
year 2020. They all grabbed trash bags and cleaned
each grave of old and faded flowers to make way for
fresh flowers to be put out by families for All Souls
Day and the Holiday Season.
Afterwards they held their Annual Meeting. They
held election of officers for 2021. The Officers will
be President Alex Jurena, Secretary Madelyn Kurtz,
and Treasurer Kayla Kurtz.
They also discussed their plans for the coming year.
Refreshments were served and enjoyed by all after
a busy morning.
After the meeting, they held their Pilgrimage for
the year. They walked around to the front of St. John
the Baptist Church and recited the Memorare. They

Pictured (L to R in front) are Kenzie Kurtz, Kayla Kurtz, Autumn
Summers, and Atalanta Summers. Pictured in middle are Madelyn
Kurtz and Alex Jurena. Pictured in back are Junior Director Diane
Jurena, Darren Jurena, and State Director Joyce Kurtz.

Pictured (L to R) are the 2021 Junior Society Officers: President
Alex Jurena, Secretary Madelyn Kurtz and Treasurer Kayla Kurtz.
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from Soc. 16, Ennis, did
a People Helping Peo16 Ennis Juniors
104 Abbott As
22 Wallis
ple Community Work Proja Cemetery Prayer Walk at St.

On Thursday, October 29th and
Friday, October 30th, the SociJoseph cemetery. Eli Gilburt and Marley Lytle led ect, the Juniors recently placed small white crosses ety Juniors and adults cleaned and put out flowers
the petitions for souls in Purgatory, and Levi Lytle on graves of infants, children and young adults at at the Guardian Angel Catholic Church Cemetery.
led the Our Father prayer. After praying together, Fatima Cemetery. Juniors also placed U.S. flags on This was done in preparation of All Souls Day,
which was November 2nd.
the participants walked through different parts of veterans’ graves.
the cemetery to pray for various souls buried there.

Pictured are Eli Gilburt, Leo Gilburt, Levi Lytle, Andie Gilburt, Marley Lytle holding Genevieve Waedekin.

Society participated in a
16 Ennis The
drive-thru Trunk or Treat at St.

John’s parish. Joan Johnson and Savannah Gilburt,
assisted by her children Eli, Andie, and Leo, handed
out candy to more than 50 cars of children.

Pictured (L to R in front row) are Lucas Haferkamp and Camille
Kaska. Pictured in second row are Bryson Murphy, Addison Pustejovsky, Mabry Sustala, Quintin Kaska and Molly Lucas. Pictured
in third row are Joel Lucas, Izzy Haferkamp, Will Gerik, Allison
Pustejovsky and David DeBenedictis. Pictured in fourth row are
Paxton Pustejovsky, Connor Sullins and Madison Lucas. Pictured
in back row are Ally Hanaway, Madison Murphy, Molli Pustejovsky,
Katie Hanaway, Allison Murphy, Mariann Pustejovsky, Kyle Gerik,
Keaton Pustejovsky and Ryan Pustejovsky.

Pictured are Stephaniah Phillips, Rebecca Colson, Adela
Wadephul, Eileen Parks, and David Kulhanek.

104 Abbott

The Abbott Society adults
and its Junior Division
participated in the Feeding Families Across Texas
program. The Society was able to present Hillsboro
Interfaith Ministries with a total donation of $1,645
for their Food for Families Drive on Friday, November 20th. The adults collected $705 from Immaculate Heart of Mary parishioners and also made a
$100 donation to the drive. The Junior members collected $440 in donations. The State Office matched
Pictured (L to R) are Andie Gilburt as St. Rita, Leo Gilburt as the $200 for the adult division’s project and $200 for the
dragon that was slayed by St. George, Eli Gilburt as St. George Junior Division’s project.

Pictured are Connor, Riley Jo and Jared Brorsen. Not pictured,
but participated were Mary Kulhanek and Audra Brorsen.

Junior members of Marak
21 Marak The
held a food drive in November

and donated the food to Cameron Area Christian
Services Food Pantry. They also made a donation of
$400 to the food pantry.

and Junior Director Joan Johnson as an angel.

Pictured (L to R) giving Halloween treats to children are Junior
Director Joan Johnson, and Eli Gilburt.

Pictured with Food for Families representatives are Katie Hanaway and Ally Hanaway.

Pictured (L to R) are Junior Director Debbie Vansa, Assistant
Junior Director Lindsey Vaculin, Cutter Hubnik, Chase Hubnik, a
Pantry representative, Addison Dach, and Cade Hubnik.
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By Anne Wick, State Coordinator of Junior Activities
The 2020 year is coming to an end, it brought with it a lot of changes. Thank
you for all your generous help with the Juniors to make it successful, the best
way possible, through this difficult time. I missed seeing all of you at our
District Socials and especially at Camp Guardian Angel.
However, we are planning to have Camp Guardian Angel next year which is
scheduled to be held at Camp Kubena in Ledbetter, Texas starting on Sunday,
June 27th thru Wednesday, June 30th, 2021. We reached our limit with the
number of people the camp can accommodate during the previous years of
camp, so now would be a good time to start thinking about attending next
year. If we reach capacity next year, after the openings are filled, the rest of
the campers will be put on a waiting list. Hopefully by then the pandemic
will be controlled and it will allow us to attend camp. Any Junior member ages 9 – 17 may attend. Please
note that the age of the Juniors that can attend has changed, which was a recommendation by the Board of
Directors. This year the Juniors will again be selling raffle tickets to help with Junior Division expenses.
The tickets and more information on camp will be mailed as soon as possible.
If time allows, the Juniors will continue to receive their awards for participation in Junior Activities at the
District Socials. The District Socials are planned to be held as usual. If you have any Local Activity Forms
for your Juniors now is the time to send them in so that proper credit can be given to the them. Point and
Merit Program Forms, to be completed for each of the Juniors and a 2021 Registration Form along with
other 2021 information on Junior activities are in the process of being mailed to the Junior Directors soon.
Scholarship applications are now available for our Junior Members. Juniors members are encouraged to
request an application from the State Office. More information can be found in this Journal issue.
Once again, thank you to all the Juniors, their parents, Junior Directors, State Officers and Directors and
Staff for all that you do for the fraternal. Hopefully, looking forward to working with you and seeing you
in the upcoming 2021 year. Praying that Baby Jesus’ grace and blessings will be upon you and your family
this Christmas Season and especially in the New Year. Be Safe during this holiday season.

Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy, and Blessed New Year.
Vesele Vanoce a Stastny Novy Rok.

16 Ennis

The Adult and Junior members
of Society No. 16 Ennis continue their long-term Blessing Bag project. The Junior members held a drive for socks, gloves, hats
and scarves for winter Blessing Bags and invited
parishioners of St. John to participate by donating
items after 4 Masses held in mid-November. Society
Vice-President Savannah Gilburt and Junior member Madi Matous welcomed donations after an early
Sunday morning Mass.
From donations gathered, adult and Junior members worked together to make 80 Blessing Bags of
snacks, toiletries, and socks for the needy in their
community. Members able to help included adult
Society President Melody Rejcek, Sherry Vrana,
State Director Sally Long, and adult Society VicePresident Savannah Gilburt.

Junior members helped a
members donat85 Damon The
49 Needville Junior
ed apples to St. Michael
very needy family with food

Pictured after a Saturday evening Mass to gather donations (in
front) are Graham Liska and Leo Gilburt. Pictured (in back) are
Adelynn Liska, Ella Vrana, Andie Gilburt, Hunter Zhanel, Zoee Juricek, Genevieve Waedekin, Eli Gilburt, and Wyatt Zhanel.

Pictured (L to R) are Clayton Pavlicek and Ronnie Dannhaus.

Pictured (L to R) are Lucas Matous, Anaston Payne, Eli Gilburt,
Madi Matous, Levi Lytle, Leo Gilburt, Zoee Juricek, Andie Gilburt,
Amberly Payne, and Marley Lytle.

for the holidays. Items were donated and bought for the Archangel Catholic Church for their Adopt a
Family program for Thanksgiving baskets.
a grandmother and her two grandchildren.

Pictured (L to R) are Michael Palermo, III and M’Lynn Palermo.
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SHARING
O UR BEST
If you would like to share a recipe or tip
with your fellow members to appear in a future issue,
please send them in to the State Office. Please include
your phone number in case we have any questions.
Party Trash

As published in “Sharing Our Best”,
By Ann Velek of Shiner, TX
1 box Wheat Chex
1 box Rice Chex
2 c. Cheerios
2 c. Kix
1 box thin pretzels
1 can peanuts
1 can salted nuts
1 large bag Fritos
1 large bag Cheetos
½ c. Wesson oil
2 Tbsp. Tabasco sauce
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 ½ sticks margarine
2 Tbsp. garlic salt
2 Tbsp. savor salt
Garlic, mashed
Melt and mix seasonings. Let simmer 1 to 2 minutes. Spoon the fluid
over the cereal and mix with hands.
Place in oven for 1 ½ hours at 225˚.
Stir several times in open pan. If you
add more cereal, etc., then add another
stick of margarine. Let cool and store
in tight jars or cans. (I use Corn Chex
instead of Wheat Chex.)

Easy Cheese Ranch Ball

As published in “Sharing Our Best”,
By Loretta Brugger,
Society No. 31 La Grange
2 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
(can use light)
1 (4 ½ oz.) pkg. (¾ c.) grated cheddar
cheese, softened
1 pkg. original flavor dry Ranch dressing mix
Chopped pecans
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For frosting, in a large saucepan, combine the egg, milk, sugar and butter.
Cook and stir over medium-low heat
Heat milk in large pot until hot. (Do for 10-12 minutes or until slightly
not boil or scald.) While milk is heat- thickened and mixture reaches 160˚.
ing, beat together eggs and salt in Stir in coconut and pecans. Set aside.
blender, gradually adding sugar. Gradually add about 1 cup hot milk to egg In a large mixing bowl, cream butmixture in blender and blend together. ter and sugar. Add eggs one at a time,
Then add this to the hot milk and cook beating well after each addition. Beat
over medium-low heat, stirring con- in vanilla. Combine the flour, bakstantly with a whisk until mixture just ing soda and salt; gradually add to
coats a spoon. Thermometer should creamed mixture. Stir in 2 cups chips
read 160°. Stir in vanilla. Cool quick- and coconut.
ly by setting pan in bowl of ice and
stirring about 10 minutes. Cover and Drop by tablespoonfuls 2-inches apart
refrigerate several hours or overnight. onto ungreased baking sheets. Bake at
When ready to serve, whip cream and 350˚ for 8-10 minutes or until lightly
fold into cooked milk mixture (add a browned. Cool for 10 minutes before
dash of nutmeg if desired).
removing to wire racks to cool completely.
1 pt. whipping cream
3 T. sugar

Coconut Pecan Cookies

Submitted by Agnes Malek,
Society No. 19 Taylor

In a microwave, melt the remaining
chocolate chips; stir until smooth, frost
cooked cookies; drizzle with melted
With chocolate chips and coconut in
chocolate. Yield: 6 ½ dozen.
the batter and yummy pecan-coconut
frosting, these cookies will remind Easy Cherry Trifle
you of a German chocolate cake. A Submitted by Theresa Rerich,
Let cheeses come to room temperadrizzle of chocolate tops them off in a Society No. 44 Moravia
ture. In a large mixing bowl, gradufestive way.
ally combine dry cheeses and dressing
1 angel food cake
mix until all is used. If mixture is too 1 egg, lightly beaten
2 (5 ¼ oz.) pkg. Vanilla instant pudsticky to shape with hands, refriger- 1 can (5 oz.) evaporated milk
ding mix
ate or place in freezer 30 to 45 min- ⅔ c. sugar
6 c. milk
utes. Shape into 1 or 2 balls and roll in ¼ c. butter, cubed
2 (8 oz.) sour cream
chopped pecans. Wrap in plastic wrap 1 ¼ c. flaked coconut
1 (21 oz.) can cherry pie filling
and chill 2 hours. Store in refrigera- ½ c. chopped pecans
tor or freezer. To serve, bring to room
Cut cake into ½ inch cubes. Combine
temperature, about 30 minutes.
1 c. butter, softened
pudding mix and milk; beat at low
¾ c. sugar
speed of an electric mixer until smooth
Eggnog
¾ c. packed brown sugar
and thickened. Add sour cream; beat
Submitted by Judy Leopold,
2 eggs
just until blended. Line bottom of a 4
Society No. 72 El Campo
1 tsp. vanilla extract
quart glass bowl with half of the cakes
2 ¼ c. all-purpose flour
cubes; spoon half of pudding mix1 ½ qt. milk
1 tsp. baking soda
ture over cake. Repeat using remain6 eggs
1 tsp. salt
ing cake and pudding mixture. Spoon
¼ tsp. salt
4 c. (24 oz.) semi-sweet chocolate
pie filling evenly over top. Cover and
½ c. sugar
chips, divided
chill at least 1 hour or overnight before
1 T. vanilla extract
¼ c. flaked coconut
serving. Yields 14 to 16 servings.
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Members Crowned
Miss Czech-Slovak Queen and
Czech Little Sister

Celebrate the Feast Day of
the Holy Family on
December 27, 2020

Madison Murphy was recently selected by the McLennan-Hill Chapter of the
Czech Heritage Society of Texas as the 2020-2021 Miss McLennan-Hill CzechSlovak Queen. Her Czech Little Sister is Rachel Alexander.

KJZT Family Life encourages you to honor Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary
and Saint Joseph, as a family, on this day. Some suggestions for celebrating the
Feast of the Holy Family are participating in Sunday Mass together as a family,
pray the rosary as a family, call your parents and siblings on this special day,
pray for the deceased members of your family, or volunteer as a family to assist
in your parish or community.

Madison was crowned by Lauren Gerik, 2020 Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Queen
and outgoing 2019-2020 Miss McLennan-Hill Czech-Slovak Queen. Rachel
was crowned by Lauren’s Czech Little Sister, Sarah Alexander, who is Rachel’s
actual big sister. These four young ladies are all active Junior members in KJZT
Society No. 104 Abbott!
Congratulations to Madison and Rachel!
Pictured above (L to R) are Rachel Alexander, Madison Murphy, Lauren Gerik
and Sarah Alexander.

Prayer to the Holy Family
Lord, You intended for the Holy Family to be an example for all,
and for the Holy Spirit to enlighten our homes.
May we, like them, be able to live according to the family virtues
and stand united by the strength of Your love
before meeting again for eternity in the joy of Your house.
Amen.
Contributions made by Father Gary Janak, State Chaplain

Christmas Kindness Activities
donate used books to a library
take dinner to
another family

do something for
someone who is in
need, sad or lonely

take treats to your local police or fire station

go Christmas caroling
at a nursing home

collect old towels and blankets
to take to the animal shelter
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KJZT Family Life New Members

Hayden K. Horton is a new member of Society No.
11 West. She is the daughter of Keith and Hillary
Horton. Hayden’s grandparents are Kathleen Horton
and the late Chuck Horton, and Chris and Lisa Jaska. Her great-grandparents are Jerome and Lucille
Lednicky, and the late Ernest and Virginia Jaska,
and Kay Weekly and Hollis Riggins.

Maeve Matusek is a new member of Society No.
30 East Bernard. She is the daughter of Nathan and
Katelyn Matusek. Her grandparents are Susan and
Mark Matusek, and Andy and Kris Sulak. Maeve’s
great-grandparents are Ed and Bernice Matusek,
Tommy and Yvonne Krenek, Donald and Janice Rejcek, and William and Libbie Sulak.

Titus John Waedekin is a new member of Society
No. 16 Ennis. He is the son of Brianna and Ryan
Waedekin. His siblings are Marley and Levi Lytle,
and Genevieve Waedekin. Titus’ grandparents are
Karen and John Waedekin, Sandra and Andy Mikula. His great-grandmother is Patsy Zabojnik.

Eleanor M. Chmiel is a new member of Society No. 6
Bryan. She is the daughter of Matthew (pictured) and Antonia Janak (left) and Cameron Janak (right) are new members of Society No. 72 El Campo. They are the
Caitlin Chmiel. Her grandparents are Gene and Janis daughters of Dustin and Lianne Janak. Their grandparents are Jeanie and Allan Janak, and Sherri and Greg NeChmiel. Eleanor’s great-grandmother is Janet Luza. tardus. Special thanks to great-uncle Father Gary Janak for making this possible.
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of
our members who have gone to their eternal rest.

SOCIETY		
NAME					
DATE OF DEATH
AGE
YOAKUM		ALBERT RAYNOLD JAHNSEN		8/23/2020		81
HALLETTSVILLE
LYDIA (KOUBA) HOBBS			10/1/2020		93
HALLETTSVILLE
LILLIAN (PARMA) HAAS			10/26/2020		95
ST. MARY’S		LEONA (PUSTKA) HAND			9/20/2020		93
ST. MARY’S		NICOLE (JANAK) CHAPMAN			9/30/2020		44
FAYETTEVILLE
DOLORES (PIWETZ) ROWLETT		
9/20/2020		
92
WEST			DELORES (LUMPKIN) DASSING		11/30/2017		80
WEST			GEORGIA (KAPAVIK) KRAMER		9/3/2020		95
WEST			MALCOLM A HABERL			10/21/2020		74
SWEET HOME		SHARON (PESEK) GRIGGS			10/28/2020		73
MOULTON		JIMMIE JOHN KRESTA			9/24/2020		81
ENNIS			DELPHIE (MACH) SLOVACEK		9/6/2020		94
ENNIS			BERNICE (SPANIEL) GEE			9/23/2020		79
ENNIS			FRANCIS WAYNE TOLLESON		6/27/2020		78
ENNIS			PATRICIA (SLOVAK) ODLOZIL		10/17/2020		79
ENNIS			BESSIE (ZHANEL) LAZNOVSKY		9/15/2020		93
GRANGER		MARY (ROSIPAL) BROSCH			8/31/2020		87
TAYLOR		MARY ANN (JURANEK) MOKRY		10/23/2020		77
MARAK		ANNIE (MIKULA) HUBNIK			8/25/2020		93
MARAK		DORIS (BRENEK) BRUGGMAN		10/9/2020		72
FRYDEK		SYLVIA (POLASEK) HAYDEN		9/21/2020		77
EAST BERNARD
GLORIA (SKOBLA) BUXKEMPER		
7/3/2020		
78
EAST BERNARD
JOSEPHINE (JURECEK) MIKESKA		
9/26/2020		
85
LA GRANGE		
EMILY (RAINOSEK) CERNOCH		
8/27/2020		
84
HOUSTON		ANNIE (VALIS) KLEPAC			9/7/2020		93
HOBSON		BARBARA (MUELLER) BECK		7/5/2020		69
HOCHHEIM		VIVIAN (BORDOVSKY) GRAFE		9/17/2020		85
SAN ANTONIO
AGNES (TUPA) CARLE			2/24/2020		97
GANADO		MARY (KASPAR) MALCIK			6/22/2020		94
TOURS			DORIS (VRBA) FERRILL			10/20/2020		87
CORPUS CHRISTI
MARGARET (KNESEK) SUMBERA		
2/19/2019		
90
WEIMAR		MILDRED (KUCHAR) SANTORO		8/8/2020		96
KARNES CITY		LILLIE (BROZ) ZAIONTZ			7/24/2020		86
KARNES CITY		TERESA (VAJDOS) BELCHER			9/8/2020		87
KARNES CITY		JEROME EMMANUEL VAJDOS		9/19/2020		77
EL CAMPO		ELSIE (HOLUB) STAVINOHA			8/25/2020		92
EL CAMPO		
ELENORA (MOZISEK) LUTRINGER		
8/31/2020		
88
EL CAMPO		RUBY (POLASEK) KUNZ			9/30/2020		68
EL CAMPO		
JULIA (ORSAK) BACA			
1/22/2020
100
EL CAMPO		ANNIE (TOBOLA) MERTA			10/23/2020		97
EL CAMPO		EDITH (HOFFMAN) POPP			10/29/2020		93
EL CAMPO		
EMILY (ZBORIL) NAISER			
8/23/2020
102
EL CAMPO		ALICE (KANA) NEIMAN			6/13/2019		90
ROSENBERG		LOUISE (SVOBODA) GENZER		5/19/2020		91
ROSENBERG		MARJORIE (VINCIK) PRIHODA		8/21/2020		82
ROSENBERG		MARIE (KOPYCINSKI) HEMPHILL		9/27/2020		86
ROSENBERG		ALICE (SBRUSCH) FAGERT			8/20/2020		75
DAMON		ZACHARY ALEXANDER PRIHODA		9/18/2020		28
SEYMOUR		ROSALIE (WACHSMAN) PETERS		11/11/2020		80
VICTORIA		CAROL (TILL) LEHNERT			9/19/2020		81
VICTORIA		GLORIA (KABELA) BALAJKA		9/7/2020		80
VICTORIA		ROSEMARY (ETLINGER) KAHANEK		9/25/2020		87
VICTORIA		WILMA (BRANECKY) MCNEELY		8/19/2020		88
DALLAS		JERRY LEON GANDY				9/29/2020		79
DALLAS		MARGARET (WITHNELL) HERRELL		9/11/2020		80
FREEPORT		EVELYN (MAZOCH) MOFFETT		10/15/2020		96
SUGARLAND		LINDA (LEACH) KASPER			5/18/2020		72
RAYMONDVILLE
CAROLINE (SCHUCKENBROCK) MACMANUS 9/2/2020		
89
HOUSTON		HELEN (VALUSEK) SCHLITZKUS		10/11/2020		87
HOUSTON		HELEN (OUJESKY) HODGES			9/27/2020		95
HOUSTON		PEGGY (HRACHOVY) VAN VLIET		7/14/2020		55
LUBBOCK		JANIS (PESEK) HEICHELHEIM		8/13/2020		83

The State Directors and State Officers of
KJZT Family Life offer their deepest
sympathy to the bereaved families of our
departed members.

THE MAGNIFICAT
CANTICLE OF
MARY
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly
servant.
From this day all generations will call me
blessed: the Almighty has done great things
for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear Him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of His arm,
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of His servant Israel
for He has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise He made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. Amen.

EACH DECEASED MEMBER,
SOCIAL MEMBER OR
ASSOCIATE WITH
INSURANCE

named in our "In Memoriam" column is
remembered by KJZT Family Life with
an Annual Enrollment in the KJZT
Clerical Endowment Fund.

CAREER
OPPORTUNITY

KJZT Family Life is looking for an enthusiastic dependable person to join our team.

POSITION: INSURANCE AND ANNUITY SPECIALIST
POSITION SUMMARY:
Process applications for, changes to, reinstatement of, and cancellation of insurance and annuity certificates. Duties include reviewing insurance
and annuity applications to ensure that all questions have been answered, compiling data on insurance and annuity certificate changes, changing
certificate records to conform to insured party’s specifications, compiling data on lapsed insurance certificates to determine automatic reinstatement according to company policies, canceling insurance certificates as requested by agents, and verifying the accuracy of insurance company
records.
EDUCATION: College degree and previous experience at a Life Insurance Company strongly preferred.
CERTIFICATES AND LICENSES: Within one year of hire, you will be required to attain a General Lines Insurance License through TDI.
Request an application and send resumé to hr@kjzt.org.

